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Found out the remedy, How would you be, 
„If he, which is the top of judgment, ſhould 
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PREFACE 


＋* HE writer of the WHEN 
account was prompted to 


the undertaking by obſerving the 
Tallacious and ill-founded Stories 


which from time to time have 
been publiſhed concerning the 
unhappy ſubject of it. He could 
not but obſerve a ranicorous diſ- 


poſition in ſorne © people to pre- 
judice the minds of his country- 


men againſt one already preſſed 
down by misfortune, and that in 


a manner which ſeemed to re- 


flect diſcredit on the national 


character for generoſity and com- 
paſſion; a character which he 
| a 2 _ always 
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iv PR EF A CE. 
always conſidered as reflecting 
the greateſt honour on his coun- 
g * „ and Which he hopes will 
_ Neyer be laſt toit. * 
nl wingly and maliciouſſy, hie 
always conſidered as a mark of 
the baſeſt character; and when it 
tended to intercept. that Mercy 
which a ſeries of years, ſpent, i in 
the ſervice of the Publick, might 
give the friends of an unfortunate 
man reaſon to expect for him, 
he eſteemed ſuch conduct infi- 
nitely more criminal than the 
ſingle charge brought againſt the 
perſon intended to be traduced. 


Amongſt the great numbers who 
4. 


* ee kave 


have at times * benefit 
from the labours of chis once re- 
ſpectable but now degraded o 

ject, the writer of the preſent — 
formance cannot but declare him- 
ſelf one. He acknowledges, in the 
early part of life, to have received 
both pleaſure and inſtruction from 
the publick miniſtry of Dr. Dodd; 
and if any thing now urged in 
his favour can excite a deſire in 
any one to affiſt in reſtoring him 
again to Society, the few hours 
ſpent in the preſent compoſition 
will not be eſteemed by the 
Writer of it among thoſe which 
can poſſibly, on reflection, occa- 
ſion either regret or repentance. 
May 31, 1777. POST- 


7 1 
POSTSCRIPT. 


- The preſent performance was 
written, and almoft printed, im- 
mediately after the ſentence had 
beer paſſed on Pr. Dodd at 
the Old Bailey; and would have 
been publiſhed before the con= 


firmation of that ſentence, had it 


not been ſuggeſted to the Writer 
that the appearance of an appeal 
from a tribunal „where the whole 
merits of the caſe muſt be ſeen, 


and would be impartially exa- 
mined into, might be eſteemed 


improper and indecent. It was 
the opinion of many perſons, at 
that 


POSTSCRIPT. vi 
that ug that the particular me- 
rits of the Culprit would have 
ſufficient wei ight to counterba- 
lance a ſingle offence ; and, de- 
pending on that hope, ſome 
friends of the unhappy man 
wiſhed that nothing might be 
ſent into the world which could 
poſſibly be conſtrued into a de- 
ſign to prejudice the Publick in 
his favour. To theſe ſentiments 
the Writer ſubmitted; and, had 
the expected event taken place, 
might probably have ſuppreſſed 
the following ſheets. He now 
directs them to be publiſhed; 
and he truſts that a peruſai of 

them 
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them will ew that the greater 
part of Dr. Dodd's life hath been 
ſpent beneficially to, the world, 


and that he is on that account an 
object to whom, . mercy. may, yet 


be extended, without any dan ger 
of the example being cited as a 


ACCOUNT 
1 | OF THE | 


r wiring AND WRITINGS 


oF 


Dr. WILLIAM DODD. 


ORALISTS and Divines are per- 
petually declaiming on the prevail- 

Ing and pernicious luxury and diſſipation 
of the preſent age: they warn mankind 
againſt the evil conſequences of indulgence; 
they exhort their hearers, it may be ſaid 
daily and hourly, to avoid the effects of 
ſuch gratifications; they are read and heard 
without regard; and, untill ſome ſtriking 
example forcibly arreſts attention, the ſame 
neglect 


— 
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neglect and unconcern are ſtill obſerved in 
the conduct of numbers; and ruin to them 


ſelves, and miſery to all their connections, 


continue to diffuſe their melancholy in- 
Auence around. 

Obferpations like theſe, trite as tee are 
dere to be, require frequent re- 


petition: too often is the truth of them 
confeſſed in the bitter moments of anguiſh, 


when ſhame and deſpair. draw from the 
unhappy ſufferer exclamations againſt his 


own miſconduct. The magiſtrate is {till 


under the cruel neceſſity of directing the 


executioner of juſtice to violate every prin- 


ciple of humanity; and, ſad to ſay, al- 
though ſcarcely a month paſſes without ſome 


_ unhappy victims being ſacrificed: to, the of- 


fended laws of their country, yet {till other 
miſerable objects are preſſing forwards, with 
deſtruQtive haſte, to ſhare the ſame ignomi- 
nious and fatal end. 

Humanity. cannot, but lament, whenever 


public juſtice and regard to the welfare of 
the State require that an offender againſt 
the regulations Which . unite Wirt toge- 


2 ther 
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OF DR. W. BOD D. 3 
ther ſhould no longer be fuffered to exiſt. 
Even when the ſituation of the criminal is 
ſuch, that no friends or relations are in- 
volved in his unhappy cataſtrophe; and | 
when he himſelf, from want of educatjon 
and that delicacy of mind which uſually 
attend thoſe who have known better days, 
is ſenſible only to the apprehenſions which 
ariſe from the deprivation of life : even 
then, although in a leſs degree, the mind 
cannot but reflect with horror on the ter- 
rible lot of ſuch miſerable wretches. But 
when, from a ſtate of eaſe and affluence, 
. ſurrounded with all the refinements and de- 
licacies of life, in the midſt of the applauſe 
of the world, careffed by the learned and 
great, revered by the ſimple and the good ; 
when fortune puts on a ſmiling appearance, 
and confidence of ſuperior abilities elevates 
the breaſt ; when, from ſuch a fituation, the 
unhappy man may exclaim, with Otway's 


Faſſier, 


There's not a wretch that lives on common charity 
_ « But's happier than me: for I have known 
6s The luſcious ſweets of plenty ; every night 
| B 2 ; Haug 
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Have ſlept with ſoft content about my head, 

And never wak'd but to a joyful morning: 

| « Yet now muſt fall like a full ear of corn, 
Whoſe bloſſom'ſcap'd, yet s wither d in the ripening:” 


. i* 


"we may ſurely ſay, that ſuch a ſtate ig too 

horrible for any words to paint, or any 

one to reflect on without feeling his ſenſi- 
bility deeply wounded. | 


From ſuch a ſtate aha ner man, 
| whoſe. life we are about to give to the 
Public, is fallen. He, who lately was 
known as foremoſt in the race of life, and 
apparently not without the proſpect of a 
rank in it both honourable and enviable; 
upon whoſe tongue ſurrounding crowds 
hung with mute attention: he, with con- 
cern we remark it, is fallen into the loweſt 
abyſs of miſery ; is become the object for 
unfeeling Arrogance to point his flow un- 
moying — at; to hear his conduct ar- 
raigned, cenſured, and condemned; and 
perhaps to hear himſelf charged with of- 
fences, which nothing bur the proneneſs of 
mankind to liſten to ſtories of calumny 
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could ever give birth to, or its eredulity | 


entitle to the leaſt regard. 

When a man, circumſtanced as we have 
above deſcribed, falls from ſuch a height, 
mankind are naturally led to enquire, to 
what cauſes ſuch an effect is to be aſcribed. 
Report has already aſſigned the reaſon ; 
and we fear, in this inſtance, it is not to be 
conſidered as deſtitute of a foundation in 
truth. To repeat what common fame ſays 
on this ſubject, is only to echo the pub- 
lic voice, which loudly proclaims, that too 
great a compliance with, the trilling and 
expenſive. diſſipation of the times hath 
given occaſion to reflections, which we h 
the unthinking will profit by; that ſuch as 
are now haſtening in the career of extrava- 
gance will attend to them, and weigh well 
the conſequences of a perſeverance in ſuch a 
line of conduct. But from theſe reflections 
we ſhall now turn to the perſon, the cir- 
cumſtances of whoſe life we ene to 
1 elate. 

Dr. WILLIAM Dove is one of the ſons 
$1 a clergyman, who for many years was 


B 3 yicar 
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vicar of Bourne in Lincolnſhire : he was 
born in the year 1729, and chriſtened 
by the ſame name which his father 
bore. To his father; who appears to 
have been a worthy man, and to have 
filled the ſtation of life in which fortune 
had placed him with honour and credit, his 
ſon always ſpeaks of with great affection . 
He died on the 8th day of Auguſt 17 <<, 
at the age of fifty-four years, having loſt 
his wife in the preceding year on the 21ſt 


op | * In his Thoughts on the Glorious are. he 16 - 
| ol his parents in the following fines: = £ 
i h pleaſing recollection —— 

1 « Our deareſt friends, by death relentleſs toru 

Y «c From our embraces, joyful ſhall we meet, , | 

I © Immortal meet, to part no more The hope, 


„% Ye beſt of parents, who, "midſt torments fierce 

1 And cruel anguiſh, in my arms expir'd ; | 

«© The mournful office while my trembling hands 

« "= cloſing your dear eyes perform'd—that hope, 
That balmy hope ſooths my ſad ſoul, and dries 

6 « The filent tear, that frequent from my eye 

«© Drops mournful on remembrance of your love: 

That love, which o'er me from the cradle watch'd 

% To manhood's dawn; ſolicitous and fond.” _ * 


of 


| 9 & Oh ye beloved authors of my birth, 
| 


r DR. w. DO DD. 7 
of May at the age of fifty- five. To the 
memory of both his parents, many years 
afterwards, this their ſon inſcribed a volume 
of Poems, as an humble and affectionate 
monument of their merit and of his love. 

He was, when young, ſent to the Uni- 
verſity of Cambridge, and entered of Clare- 
Hall ; where he was ſoon taken notice of, 
for the brightneſs of his parts, and his at- 
tention to his ſtudies. Very early he be- 
gan to diſplay his poetical abilities. One 
of the firſt pieces which he gave the pub- 
lic appeared in the year 1747. It was a 
Paſtoral, intituled, * Diggon Davy's Reſolu- 
tc tion on the Death of his laſt Cow;” and 
was Written on the occaſion, and with a view 
to ſatisfy a friend that the diſtemper then 
reigning among the horned cattle had been 
accurately deſcribed by Virgil. This he 
executed in the following lines: * 


0 Dejected, firſt ſhe hung her drooping head, 
© Refus'd her meat, and from her paſture fled ; 
* Then dull and languid ſeem'd her plaintive eye; 
Her breath grew noiſome, and her udder dryz 
| B 4 « Erik 
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e Erſt ſweet that breath as morning gales in May, 
% And full that udder as of light the dax. 
10 Scorch'd with perpetual thirſt, ſhort ſighs ſhe * | 


«© Furr'd was her tongue, and to her mouth it grew z 


© Her burning noſtrils putrid rheums diſtill'd, 
4% And death's ſtrong agonies her bowels fil'd; 


& Each limb contracted, and a groan each breath; 
« Loſt caſe I wiſh'd her, and it came in death. 


« Caſt out infected and abhorr'd by all 3 ILL 
4 See how the uſef il and the beauteous fall? 
Not ev'n her ſkin—when living, fleek and ted, 


Can aught avail me, Colin, now ſhe's * 1. 


This appears to be the firſt effort of bis. 
genius ; at leaſt, this is the firſt which he 
gave to the Publick. In the next year, 


1748, we find he continued to cultivate his 


Muſe in ſmall copies of verſes, as occur- 
rences in domeſtic life gave occaſion to 
themj. The year following, 1749, a very | 
remarkable incident gave riſe to, two Epiſ- 
tles, written with extraordinary fire and 


Poems, 1767, p. 266. amen uma 

I See Poems, p. 159, An Ode rcafontd by a young 
« Lady's laughing at me for flaying from an Andy. 
And p. 161, A Tale, occafioned by the ſame young Lady's 
2 Pal to play at Ruadrille, oben 9 by 4 2 


10 man,” / 


ſpirit, - 
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ſpirit, and which laid the foundation of ; 
his reputation as a writer. We ſhall firſt. 
relate the events which produced them; 
and afterwards take notice of the Poems 
themſclyes. . 


The captain of A trading ht” _ 
uſed to traffick on the coaſt of Africa, went 
up the country, where he was introduced. 
to a Mooriſh King, who had 40,000 men 
under his command. The Prince, being 
taken with the polite behaviour of the 
Engliſh, entertained them with the greateſt, 
ciyility ; : and at laſt repoſed ſuch confidence 
in the captain as to entruſt him with his, 
ſon, about eighteen years of age, and ano- 
ther ſprightly youth, to be brought to Ex- 
land, and educated in the European man- 
ner. The captain received them with great 
joy and fair treatment; but baſely ſold 
them for ſlaves. Shortly after, the wretch, 
| whoſe name is not come down to us, died 1 
and the ſhip coming to England, the officers 
related the whole affair : on which the go- 
vernment ſent to pay their ranſom, and they 
were brought to England, and put under 


J * | the 
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che care of the Earl of Halifax, then firſt 
Commiſſioner of Trade and Plantations, who 
gave orders for cloathing and educating 
them in a very genteel manner. They were 
afterwards introduced to the King, richly 
dreſſed in the European manner, and very 
graciouſly received; and ſome months after 
were baptized at the Temple Church, by 
Mr. Terrett, Reader of the Temple, who un- 
dertook to inſtruct them in the Chriſtian 


Faith. During their ſtay in England, they 


frequently appeared at the Theatres, and 
once were preſent at the repreſentation of 
Oroonoko, at Covent Garden; where ſeeing 
perſons of their own colour on the ſtage, 
apparently in the ſame diſtreſs from which 
they had been ſo lately delivered, the ten- 
der interview between Imoinda and Oroo- 
noko, who was betrayed by the treachery . 
of a captain, his account of his ſufferings, 
and the repeated abuſe of his placability 
and confidence, ſtrongly affected them with 
that generous grief which pure nature al- 
ways feels, and which art had not yet. 
taught them to ſuppreſs : the young Prince 

Was 


OF D R. w. DOD DB. 1 


was ſo ſar overcome, that he was obli iged to 
retire at the end of the fourth act. His 
companion remained untill the coneluſion, 
but wept the whole time ; a circumſtance 
which affected the audience yet more than 
the Play, and doubled the tears which were 
ſhed for Oroonoko and Imoinda. 

| Upon this ſubject, Mr. Dodd formed the 
defign of writing Two Epiſtles, which were 
ſoon afterwards publiſhed, addrefled to the 
Earl f Halifax. It has Been ſaid, they 
received ſome corrections from the cele- 
brated Author of the Rambler ; but whether 
this circumſtance is true or not, they will 
be allowed to poſſeſs conſiderable merit, 
and to rank very high as Literary Perfor- 
mances. We ſhall give the following ex- 
tracts as ſpecimens : 


« Fix'd the dread voyage, and the day decreed; . 
« When duty's victim, love, was doom'd to bleed; ; 
& Too well my memory can thoſe ſcenes renew, 
We met to ſigh, to weep our laſt adieu. 
That conſcious palm, beneath whoſe towering ſhade 
« 80 oft our vows of mutual love were made; 
Where hope ſo oft anticipated joy, 
« And plann'd of future years the beſt * 

46 That 


6 ee witreſy to Py tears we ſhed, _ 

ce When that fond hope, and all thoſe joys were fled. 
t « Thy trembling lips, with trembling lips, I E 
4 & And held thee panting to my panting breaſt. 
. % Our ſorrow; grown too mighty to ſuſtain, - 
1 . © Now ſnatch'd us, fainting, from the ſenſe of * 
4c Together. ſinking A the trance. divine, a> 
I caught thy fleeting ſoul, and gave thee mine, 
© O! bleſt oblivion of tormenting care! 

! why recall d to life and to deſpair ? 

The e nne came to . f 


1 « Nunurd in — a thouſand . round 
1 6 My wants prevented, and my wiſhes crown'd 
. No painful labours ſtretch'd the tedious day, | 
On downy feet my moments danc'd away. 
„ Wbene'er I look'd, officious courtiers bow'd ; 
« Wherc'er J paſs'd, a ſhouting people crowd ; 
% No fears intruded on the j Joys I knew, | 
« "Each man my friend, my lovely miſtreſs you. 
« What dreadful change ! abandon'd and alone, 
« The ſhouted prince is now aflave unknown; * 
« To watch his eye, no bending courtiers wait ; 3 
5 No haſting crowds proclaim his regal ſtare; 
6 A flave condemn'd; with unrewarded toil, 
« To turn, from morn to eve, a burning ſoil. 
46 2 beneath the ſun's meridian heat, 

d by the ſcourge, the taunting jeſt I meet: 
—* Thanks to thy friends, they cry, whoſe care recalls 
A Prince.to life, in whom a nation falls 

cc Un- 
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1% Unwholſome ſcraps my ſtrength but balf ſuſtain'd, 
4 From corners glean'd, and even by dogs diſdain'd ; 
At night I mingled with a wretched crew, 
Who by long uſe with woe familiar grew ; 
« Of manners brutiſh, mercileſs, and rude, 
4 They mock'd my ſufferings, and my pangs renew'd 3 


« In groans, not ſleep, I paſs'd the weary night, 
And roſe to labour with the morning light. 


« O! I have tales to tell of love divine — 
“ Such bliſsful tidings ! they ſhall ſoon be thine, 
% J long to tell thee, what, amaz'd, I ſee, 
“ What habits, buildings, trades, and polity 
« How art and nature vie, to entertain 
In public ſhows, and mix delight with pain. 
„ O! Zara, here, a ſtory like my oõẽ n, 

„ With mimic ſkill, in borrow'd names, was ſhown; 

An Indian chief, like me, by fraud betray'd, 


And, partner in his WOES, an Indian maid, 
« I can't recall the ſcene, tis pain too great, 


« And, if recall , ſhould ſhudder to relate.” 


To theſe extracts we ſhall only add the 
concluſion of Zara's anſwer to the Prince: 


Once more, O come! and ſnatch me to thy arms; 
Come, ſhield my beating heart from vain alarms 
Come, let me hang enamour d on thy breaſt, 
Weep pleaſing tears, and be with joy diftreſt : 
, 66 Let 
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Let me ſtill hear, and ſtill demand thy tale, 
.*. And, oft renew'd, ſtill let my ſuit prevail, 
Much till remains to tell, and to enquire ; 


« My hand ſtill writes, 5 writing prompts defire ; 
My pen denies my, laſt farewell to write; 
Still, ſtill, © return” my wiſhful thoughts W 
% Oh hear, my Prince, thy love, thy miſtreſs, call; 
© 'Think o'er each tender name, and hear by all. 
„ Oh! pleaſing intercourſe of ſoul with ſoul, 

« Thus while I write, I ſee, I claſp thee whole; 
And theſe kind letters, tremblin g Zara drew, 
« Fn every line ſhall bring ker to thy view. _ 

4 Return, return; in love and truth excell ; 

« Return, I write; I cannot add—farewell.” 


The year following, having made ſome 
progreſs in tranſlating the Hymns of Calli- 
machus, he put forth Propoſals for printing 
them. In this year he continued in Col- 
lege during the vacation, and wrote a 
' humorous mock Heroic Poem, publiſhed in 
Quo, entituled, 4 Day of Vacation at College, 
deſcribing the manner in which a college 
life paſles at that ſeaſon of the year. This 
poem is dated 15 Augyft, and was publiſhed 
in 1751. The following lines, deſcribing 
the Author” 8 return home, . after having 
wandered 


\ 
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wandered until prayer- time in ſearch of en- 
tertainment, will ſerve as a ſpecimen :_ "Ad 


«« The hour of prayer approaches; home 105 
« And as the filent melancholy court 


« Yawning I enter, chance a diſmal ſcrape, | 
From hand of forlorn Fiddler, wounds my er, 
And to the ſcene adds horror, So the howl | 


Of triple-mouthed Cerberus, burſting dread 

„ Thro' the dull filence of hell's awful-gloom, 
„New terror ſtruck thro? pale AEncas I 
Dire 0 begone, and made e en Hell more horrible.” 


In this year 1750, he tranſlated the 
eighteenth Book of Telemachus, as a ſpe- 
cimen of the whole work; but, as he him- 
ſelf ſays, was prevented from proſecuting 
it, by other and better employments. 
| Beſides the Poem before-· mentioned, Mr. 
Dodd appears to have publiſhed nothing in 
the year 1751, except an Elegy on the Death 
of Frederick Prince of Wales, Father of his 
preſent Majeſty ; 5 who died « on the 2oth of » 

March in that year. | | 
It was either in the latter part” of the 


year 1751, or the beginning of the ſubſe- 
Fre ber, that Mr. Dodd Was 1 
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16 LIFE AND WRITINGS 
He entered upon the profeſſion with a due 


ſenſe of the importance of it, and a reſo- 
lution. faithfully and atrentively to perform 
the duties which it required. In this year he 


publiſhed The Beauties of Shakeſpear ; regu- 
larly ſelected from each Play, in 2 Volumes 12 mo. 


dedicated to Sir George afterwards Lord Lyt- 


telton; and, at the concluſion of the Preface, 


reſigned all purſuits of the like kind, in the 


following words: © For my own part, better 
„ and more important things henceforth 


e demand my attention; and I here, with 
© no ſmall pleaſure, take leave of Shake- 
&« ſpear and the Critics: as this work was 


e begun and finiſhed before I entered upon 
ec the ſacred function, in which 1 am now 
on happily employed ; let me truſt, this ju- 
« yenile performance will prove no ob- 
jeclion, ſince graver and ſome very emi- 


« nent 720 of the church have 


thought it no improper employ, to com- 
ment, explain, and publiſh, the works 
& of their own country poets.” Soon after 


his being ordained, he left Cambridge, hav- 


ing only taken the gi of Batchelor f 


4 _— 
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Arts, and came up to London, where he 
was ſoon noticed as a very frequent and ce- 
lebrated Preacher, and in April obtained the 
Lectureſhip of Mei- Ham and Bom 
At this period of his life he ſeems to have 
devoted his whole attention to the duties of 
that profeſſion which he had made chvice 
of; and the ſucceſs which attended his 
endeavours was ſufficient to encourage Unn 
to continue the ſame ardour in purſuit of 
the higheſt degree of excellence, for the 
attaining of which he poſſeſſed every na- 
-tural and every acquired requiſite. We 
have obſerved, that he ſoon became a ce- 
lebrated Preacher; wherever he was known 
to preach, the Church was - certain to be 
crowded with admiring and liſtening Au- 
ditors. His perſon was well calculated to 
command reſpect, his voice harmonious, and 
his manner of delivery elegant and con- 
vincing. He was then thought to lean 
much in favour of the ſentiments of Mr. 
Hutchinſon * ; and the Methodiſts of the 
| times | 
ela bis Sermon on Unity recopmrnendea, ſpeaking of 
the glaring want of „ amongſt 9271 
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18 LIFE AND WRITINGS. —- 
times were not without expectations of ſee- 
ing him declare himſelf an eſpouſer of the 
Doctrines of their Se. In the year 1753, 
he publiſhed a Poem, entituled, An Epiſtle 
to @ Lady, concerning ſome important and ne- 


 ceſſary Truths in Religion, Qto, in which he 
has drawn, ſeveral Characters, and declares 


them to have been all real ones; in particu- 
lar, he has contraſted the concluding ſcene in 


the Liyes of two Perſons, one a Debauchee, 


the other a Lady to whom he has given the 
name of Urania, and whoſe death and long 
. he ſays, I was myſelf a witneſs 

« of, and am bound to declare, that any 
6c _ deſcription comes ſhort of her heroic 
«« patience and meek reſignation.” This 


year he was alſo appointed Lecturer w St. 
James's, Gorlickbith. | ; 

oþ the Sectaries, he adds this note. © It will — * 
ti be underſtood, that I refer here to the notions of 
% Mr. Hutchinſon; of which I am bound to ſpeak 
« with the greater candour and moderation, as having 


once entertained a more favourable opinion of them, 
than maturer Judgment, and more impartial exami- 


nation, ſuffer me at preſent to entertain.“ 


| Still 
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Still continuing the ſame laudable courſe, 
his popularity continued to increaſe with 
his induſtry and application. He now pre- 
pared four Volumes of Sermons for the Preſs 
on the Miracles and Parables, which were 
afterwards printed by ' Subſcription ; and, . 
about the year 1754, became Lecturer of He ww ws. 
St. Olaveſs, Hart. Street. In the year 1755, %.. of - 
he publiſhed bis Tranſlation - of © The + Apr 47 
of Callimachus, tranſlated from the 5-4 | 

« Greek into Engliſh Verſe, with explanatory / r . 

« Notes: to which are added, Select Epi- 

« grams, and the Coma Berenices of the ſame 

% Author ; Six Hymns of Orpheus ; and the 

« Encomium of Ptolemy, by Theocritus.” 

This Work was printed in Quarto, and 

dedicated to the Duke of Newcaſile, by the 

recommendation of Dr. Keene then Biſhop of 
Cbeſter, but now of Ely, who, having con- 

ceived a good opinion of Mr. Dodd at the 

Univerſity, was deſirous of aſſiſting him as 

a young man of abilities and character *, 

So well eſteemed Mr. Dodd was by his Lordſhip, 


that, we have been informed, he ſome time afterwards 
recommended a near relation to be his aſſiſtant at Ne- 


Ham. 
| CS In 
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In this year he alſo publiſhed a Sermon, in- 
tituled, The Sinful Chriftian condemned by 
% his own Prayers, from Luke xix. 22. 


« Preached at Weſt-Ham, and St. Olave's, 
« Hart-Street.” 


The next year, 1756, he publiſhed, 
« The Nature and Neceſſity of Faſting, being 
& the Subſtance of Two Sermons, preached 


4 ot Weſt-Ham and St. Olave's;” and, in No- 


vember, began to publiſh his courſe of 


Sermons on the Parables *. In 1757, he 
viſited Southampton; and there wrote, 


& Thoughts. on the Glorious Epiphany of the 


* About this time Mr. Dodd printed the following 


- ſmall pieces, i to be diſtributed amongſt the 


Poor : 
The Church Carehiſm, explained after a new Mot bod; 


with Proofs from Scripture, ſubjoined to every Article, 


An Earneſt Addreſs to bis Pariſhioners, by a Minifter 
of the Church'of England, concerning the Neceſſity, Nature, 
Means, and Marks, of true Faith ia Chriſt Jeſus, De- 


Ned principally for the Poor. 


A Word of Advice to Sureties in Baptifm : bring @ ſhort 


Extract from a Sermon on that Subject. 


. The Chriſtian Sacrament and Sacrifice, extracted from 
Dr. Brevent. 


2 | | & Lord 
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« Lord Feſus Chrift, a Poetical Eſſay,” pub- 
liſhed in Qto. 1758, with a Dedication to 
Dr. Keene Biſhop of Cheſter. In the pre- 
face to it, he mentions the occafion of writ- 
ing it; and adds, This Poem is by no 
« means calculated to pleaſe the gay, the 
© thoughtleſs, the profane; to amuſe in a 
4 Coffee-houſe ; or murder a morning's te- 
e dious hour. Its ſubject is deep, ſerious, 
« important; and can be acceptable to none 
« but the ſerious, and ſuch as are defirous 
ce to obtain that better country; to all of 
&© whom it is offered and inſcribed, recom- 
« mended to their patronage and pro- 
te tection, and by whom the author ſin- 
« cerely prays it may be found inſtructive, 
% and a means to kindle in their hearts 
cc greater love to their eternal inheritance.” 
The following lines are the beginning of 
the Poem, and a proper ſpecimen of it: 


Soft blew the tepid breeze, wafting fair Health, 

© The roſy nymph, from Hampron's beauteous bay: 
« While on the ſea-green ſurface, poliſh'd ſmooth 
As Parian marble, play'd the golden beams 
Of weſtern Sol, gilding the gloomy groves 


C 3 4 That 
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% That from the foreſts heights depend, and cloath _ 
« With leafy majeſty the ſhore : the hum 

«© Mean while of buſy merchandize ; the cry 

« Of Sailors, light of heart; and the mixt din 

© Of ſoldiers martial drum, and ſhrill-ton'd fife 

« Juſt dying, on the diſtant ear confus C0. 

All nature ſmil'd, heav'n, earth, and ſea, conjoin'd 

Their to exalt the glowing heart,” 


On the rith of June in this year, * 
preached a Sermon, which he afterwards 
publiſhed. It was intituled, The People's 
« Duty when the Hoſt is gone forth againſt 
« the Enemy.” 8yo. And ſoon after gave the 
Public a 2d Edition of his Beauties of 
Shakeſpeare. _. 

However imprudent at any period of 
his life this unfortunate | man may have 
been, or however guilty at preſent; yet 
the various charitable inſtitutions, which 
have been ſet on foot by him, or ſupported 
by bis abilities, intitle him to pity, if not 
reſpect, in his preſent unhappy ſituation. 
The Author of the Rambler, in one of the 
papers * of that celebrated work, having re- 
preſented the deplorable condition of many 
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OF DR, W. DOD D. 23 
miſerable wretches, who, through youth, F 
inexperience, or paſſion, were led fromthe 
paths of virtue, and whoſe inclination might 
prompt them to forſake the courſe they 
were milled into; but whoſe good intentions 
were fruſtrated by the want of an Aſylum 
to ſhelter themſelves: It occaſioned many 
Gentlemen to turn their attention to this 
ſubject; and after ſeveral ſchemes had been 
offered and canvaſſed, the Plan of the 
preſent Magdalen Hoſpital was adopted, as 
liable to the leaſt objection, and moſt likely 
to anſwer their benevolent Deſign. Mr. 
Dodd was one of the firſt who undertook 
the ſupport of the infant charity ; he wrote 
ſeveral well-timed and ſeaſonable papers in 
defence of it; he anſwered all the objec- 

tions made to it; he procured ſubſcriptions 
from his friends, and offered his aſſiſtance 
to preach at the Chapel belonging to the 
Hoſpital. By theſe means the place ſoon. 
became the faſhionable reſort of People of 
quality, and a great deal of money was col- 
lected at the doors, and applicd to the uſe 
of the Charity. The Hoſpital was firſt 
6 opened 
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24 LIFE AND WRITINGS 

opened, in Goodman's Fields, on the ioth of 
Augufl..1758 ; but has ſince been removed 
to St. George. Fields. The ſucceſs. with 
which it has been carried on is in a great 
meaſure. to be aſcribed to Mr. Dead. 
Diligence and Popularity, and it is to be 
hoped will not be injured by. his Misfor- 
tunes. The firſt annual Sermon before the 


Governors, was preached by him, at St. 


Laurence Church near Guildhall, on the 
26th of April 1759, and afterwards printed, 
with a Preface, containing an account of 
the Inſtitution. In the beginning of this 
year, he publiſhed in Two Volumes 1299, 
Biſhop E Hall's Meditations, which he dedicated 
ro. Miſs Talbot. And, on the Honour the 
Marquis of Granby acquired in Germany, 
he addreſſed An Ode to the Marchioneſs, 
printed in Quarto. On Eaſter Monday he 
preached a Sermon before the Religious 80. 
cieties in and about London, at their Annual 
ecting, in the Pariſh Church of St. Mary 
le Bow. It was entituled, Unity Recommended, 
in a Sermon on Epheſians, c. iv. 3. In this 
Sermon he controverted the Do&rines of 
the ene Sectaries; ; and in the Preface, 
defended 


OF DR. W. DoD D. 29g 
defended himſelf, with ſome warmth, from 
an imputation which had been thrown on 
him as a Favourer of the Doctrines of the 
Methodiſts. | 

From this aſperſion, he ſeems to hams 
taken ſome pains to clear himſelf. In 1760, 
he became the Publiſher of „Original Let. 
© ters between the Rev. Mr. John Weſley 
© and Mr. Richard Tompſon, reſpecting the 
e Doctrine of Aſſurance, as held by the 
© former, wherein that tenet is fully exa- 
te mined, with ſome ftriftures on Chriſtian 
«© Perfection. He had, on the 20th of 
September, 1759, preached a Sermon at St. 
Martin's Church, Ludgate, before the Com- 
pany of Apathecaries, on * The Wiſdom and 
&« Goodneſs of God in the Vegetable Creation,” 
which he printed in Quarto; and being 
called upon to preach again before the 
ſame Body at &. Anne's, Black-fryars, 
on the 18th of Spt. 1760; he publiſhed 
the Sermon, which was on the ſame ſubject 
as the former. 

On the 27th of Jan. 1760, he preached 
a Sermon at the Chapel of the Magdalen 
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Horſe, before his Royal - Highneſs Prince 


Edward, which was alſo publiſhed. The 


Chriſtian Magazine was ſet on foot in this 
year; and he became, if not the Manager, 
at leaſt a very large Contributor to it. 
Dr. Squire, who was in the Year 1760 
appointed Biſhop of St. David's, had, in 
the year preceding, publiſhed an excellent 
Work, entitled, © Indifference for Religion 
% inexcuſable.” On the appearance of this 
Performance, Mr. Dodd wrote a Sonnet *, 
addreffed to the Author, who was fo well 
pleafed with this mark of his attention, that 
ſome time after the Biſhop's Elevation, in 
the year 1761, he appointed him his Chap- 
lain. In that year he collected in 2 Vols. 
120. à ſeries of Papers, entituled, The 
Viſitor, which had been formerly printed in 
The Publick Ledger ; and alſo produced 
another Piece againſt the Sectaries, called, 
« A Conference between a Myſtic, an Hutchin- 
i fonian, a Caluiniſt, a Methodiſt, and a 
« Member of the Church of -England, and 


of Poems, p. 82. 


« others; 
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« others ; wherein' the tenets of each are 
&« freely examined and diſcuſſed, 8% He 
alſo publiſhed . An Account of the Riſe, 
* Progreſs, and preſent State of the May- 
0 dalen Charity,” 8%9. to which were added 
his two Sermons. And in this year he was 
attacked himſelf by a Mr. Elliott, in a pam- 
phlet called“ St. Paul no Antinomian, or a 
« Vindication of that Apoſile's Doctrine from 
* the groſs Charge of Hereſy, Fanaticiſm, and 
&« Licentiouſneſs,” 899, An attack, however, 
which he did not conſider of ſuffici | 
ſequence to merit any notice v. 

He was next year, 1762, called 
preach a ſecond time, before the Gov 
of the Magdalen Charity, their anniverſary 
Sermon at St. George Hanover Square, on 
the 18th of March, Confidering that the 
ſubje& of this Sermon was one which he 
had had ſuch frequent occaſion to enlarge 
een before, it muſt be owned he acquitted 


It is reported chat the Earl of Halifax, who this 
year went Lord Lieuttnant of Ireland, offered to a ppoint 
M. Ded one of his Chaplains, It is unneceſſary to 
remark that this Poſt always entitles the poſſeſſor of it 
to ſome couſiderable preferment in that * 
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28 LIFE AND WRITINGS 
himſelf of the taſk in a manner greatly to 
the credit of his abilities. On the 2d October 
he preached, and afterwards printed, a 
third Sermon at 87. Ann's Black Fryars, be- 
fore the Company of Apothecaries, on the 
ſame ſubject as the two former. He alſo 
this year publiſhed ©: 4' familiar Explana- 
& tion of the Poetical Works of Milton; to 
« which is ' prefixed Mr. Addiſon's Criticiſm 
tt on Paradiſe Loft, with à Preface, 1 2mo.” 
His patron, Biſhop Squire, in the year 
3763; procured for him the Prebend of Bre- 
con. His reputation now began to ſtand 
high in the world, and he meditated the 
deſign of publiſhing a large Commentary 
on the Bible. In order to render this 
work more valuable, Lord Maſbam pre- 
ſented him with the MSS. of the great 
Mr. Locke, found in his Lordſhip's Libra- 
ry at Oates. Of theſe he ſelected a few, 
and publiſhed them in the Chri/tian Maga- 
zine, particularly one on the ſeventy weeks 
of Daniel, in the month of June. This 
year alſo he publiſhed a work, dedicated 
to the Earl of Bute, intituled, © Reflections 
> 33223 > +3 
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c on Death,“ in 1299, which had before 
appeared in the ſame Magazine. And 
on the zoth of October preached a Sermon 
at Meſt- Ham; of which a few copies were 
printed, but none ſold. The title of it was 
& Youth diſſuaded from Vice, dedicated to 
John Dorrien, Eſquire. 

In the Spring of the next year he ac- 
companied Biſhop Squire to Brecknock ; and 
while there, as a mark of his gratitude, 
wrote the following Ode, inſcribed to his 
Benefactor, expreſſive of the happineſs and 
tranquillity he _— in that agreeable 
retreat. 


© Opx written in the walks at Brecknock, 
„Jo Dr. Squire, Lord Biſhop of St. Davids. 


I, 
* Rude romantic ſhades and woods, 
«© Hanging walks and falling floods! 
«© Now that guſh with foaming pride 
% Down the rough rock's ſteepy fide : 


It is ſuppoſed that, in this year, the meaſures of 
Adminiſtration received ſome ſupport from Mr. Dodd's 
pen : among other things, he 1s generally ſuppoſed to 
have been the author of A Letter to the Right Hon. the + 
** Earl of Halifax on the Peace,” 8vo, : 
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Now that o'er the pebbles play, 


««. Winding round your ſilver way: 
« Mountains, that in duſky cloud, 


« High your ſacred ſummits ſhroud ; 


« Whoſe variegated fides adorn 


Fields, and flocks, and groves, and corn, 


« And whited cots, beſide the ſteep, 
« Where health and labour ſweetly ſleep ; 
Hail pleafing ſcenes!” AmynTas ery'd, | 


As by old“ Hund gurgling fide, ,. 


In careleſs ſort his limbs he laid, 
The hoar hill hanging o'er his head. 
His harp of ancient Britiſh ſound lay by; 
He ſeiz d it rapturous : o'er the ſtrings 
His fingers lightly fly, | 
While thus his voice reſponſive ſings: 


« From that celeſtial orb, where, thron'd in light, 


. — 


« Thou dwell'ſt, of powers angelic firſt, and beſt ; 


„ Oh lovely Gratitude! divinely bright, 


% Deſcend, in all thy glowing beauties dreſt. 


« Goddeſs come, and oh! impart 
«« All thy ardors to my heart; 


«« Tune my harp, and touch my tongue, 


« Give me melody and ſong: 
« Softeſt notes and numbers bring, 


„ Tis PALEMON, that I fing: 


4 Gratitude, exalt my lays, 
« *Tis my benefactor's praiſe. 


* A river which runs by Brecknock. 


— 


10 But 
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| 3» 
4% But where can or numbers, or notes, 
« Syfficiently pleaſing be found, 
« To expreſs t — ſenſe of his worth, | 
« Who my life with ſuch comforts hath crown d 
« He mark'd the ſmall flock which 1 fed, 
« And my diligence gave him delight; 
“% Young ſhepherd, I'll help you, he ſaid ; 
% And he plac'd me ſtill nearer his fight, 
« Then he gave me ſome ſheep of my own 
« Oh could I the charge but improve 
« *F would ſhew how I honour'd his gift,» 
« And would I could merit his love! | 
« But fooner this brook at my feet 
4 Shall ceaſe in ſoft murmurs to flow; 
«© Theſe mountains ſhall ſooner fink down 
To a plain with the vallies below; 
% Than, mute to his praiſes, my tongue 
Shall ceaſe his lov'd name to reſound, 
* Or my heart to his favours, ſo priz 'd, 
&« Be ever inſenſible found. - 1 
&© Oh may the Gx EAT SUETRHERD of all 
«« His life with rich bleflings increaſe; 
And ſweetly encompaſs bim rouud 
% With plenty, with health, and with e 
1 On all that partake of his board, : 
«© Be happineſs largely beſtow'd ; 
« His wife be ſtill loving and kind; 
His children ſtill lovely and good! 
«© And—paſs'd his benevolent days 
% *Midf elegant labours of love 
Oh late, ye good angels, his ſoul 
« T0 the ſeats of the bleſſed remove! 


Thus 
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Thus AmyNTAs ſung pleas'd to his harp, 
With Bxzcon's White walls in his view: 


Many poets much ſweeter you'll find ; 
No pod wore hain se 9 


May, 1764, 


He alſo wrote another ſmall poem, on a 
circumſtance which occurred during this 
yiſit*; and this year publiſhed © Comfort to 
« the afflicted under every di Arcen with 
* ſuitable devotions,“ 8vo. ＋ 

Having diligently employed bimteilk ſe- 
yeral years, in collecting materials and 
compiling a Commentary to the Bible, in 
the year 1765 he began to publiſh it; in 
weekly and monthly numbers. This labo- 
rious work was dedicated to Biſhop Squire, 
and continued . to be regularly publiſhed 
untill it was compleated in three volumes, 
Folio. Beſides the aſſiſtance of Mr. Locke”s 
Manuſcripts, he was favoured with other 

* Poems, p. 193, | 

+ In this or the following year be printed a pam, 
phlet, intituled, © Popery inconfiſient with the natural 
f* Rights Men in general, * 116 Engliſomen in parti: 


% cular” 
Helps 


uw 
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Helps by the loan of Manuſcripts by Doc- 
tor Waterland, Lord Clarendon, Gilbert Weſt, 
Doctor Church, and other celebrated writers, 
He had, a ſhort time before the commences 
ment of this publication, been appointed 
Chaplain to his Majeſty ; and in the execys 
tion of this office, it is ſaid, introduced ati 
innovation at the Chaplain's Table at &. 
James's, by inviting ladies to dine there; a 
ſubje& which at that time afforded room 
for a few allies of wit in the public pa- 
pers, which, however, lived only the term 
of a news-paper life . 

The next year proved a fatal one. On 
the 7th Day of May, 1966, died his friend 
and patron, Biſhop Squire; a man who ap- 
pears to have held him in high eſtimation, 
He preached and printed a Sermon on the 
occaſion of his deceaſe, with a dedicatiori 
to Mrs. Squire, dated 18th October; in 
which he obſerved, that, in great affliQtions, 


* It is imagined that he, this year, had thoughts of 
being a candidate for the preacherſhip of Lincoln's Inn, 
an honour which was conferred on the preſent Byhop of 
Lichfield and Coventry. | 

D there 
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there was a time when the attempt to con- 
ſole only aggravated diſtreſs, and the lan- 
guage of pity ſerved but to increaſe the 
ſoul's anxiety; that Time alone could bring 
conſolation, and on that account he had 
forborne ſo long the tender office he then 
undertook. After a long detail of the 
character and virtues of the Biſhop, he 
adds, © It is with a melancholy ſatisfaction 
& that I pay this little tribute, and drop a 
« grateful tear over the good Biſhop's me- 
* mory, which I muſt ever honour. Forl 
could ſooner forget myſelf, than the 
« pleaſing diſtinction he gave me; than 
_ * the friendly intercourſe. we lately enjoyed 
: * ſo happily together; than the favours 
* which he beſtowed upon me in ſo father- 
* ly, fo obliging, a manner; for what his 
* Lordſhip ſaid of one of his patrons was 
cc equally true of himſelf; /o kind. and 
e obliging was his manner in conferring fa- 
« vours, that it added a double pleaſure to 
« the receiver.” In the courſe of this year 
he gave the Publick the fifth edition of 
Air. Locke's Common-place Book to the Holy 
Bible, 
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Bible, in 4c, with Improvements. He alſo 
went to Cambridge, and took his degree of 
Doctor of Laws. 

His next publication was a Collection of 
his Poems, elegantly printed in go; and this 
was followed by a Sermon preached at St. 
James's, Meſtminſter, April gth, 1767, be- 
fore the Governors of the Small Pox Hoſpi- 
tals. It was intituled, © The Practice of 
% [noculation recommended; and abounds 
with thoſe affecting deſcriptions which he 
ſo frequently introduced into his Diſ- 
- courſes, and which never. failed to melt 
his audience into tears. It cannot be de- 
nied, that in this particular he excelled the 
moſt celebrated preachers of the times. 

From this time until the year 1769, we 
find no publication by him. In that year 
he tranſlated, from the French of M. May: 
© fillon, Biſhop of Clermont, Sermons preached 
before Louis XV. during his Minority. They 
were called “ Sermons on the Duties of the 


« Great;” and were inſcribed to the Prince 
of Wales, 
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In 1771 he publiſhed his“ Sermons 10 
« Young Men, in three Vols.” 1299, Theſe 
he dedicated to his pupils Philip Stanhope 
(now Earl of Cheflerfield) and Charles Ern/t 
Eſquires. The thought of this publica- 
tion, he acknowledges, was ſuggeſted by 
the Sermons to Young Women * ;, but denies 
that he had imitated the manner of- that 
ingenious writer: as he declares, that 
part of his work had been written long 
before; and concludes his dedication in 
this manner: Conſcious of the rectitude 
© of my purpoſe, and of my ſincere wiſhes 
© to promote the cauſe of virtue and piety, 
{© I feel no ſolicitude reſpecting their re- 
«© ception; but, with our favourite Roman 
(Cicero), ſhall always think I act a pro- 
« per part, by applying my little abilities 
« to the inſtruction and improvement of 
our youth in duties of the greateſt mo- 
“ment to themſelves and others.” 


In the beginning of 1772, he was pre- 

- ſented to the Living of Hockliffe in Bucking- 
* By Dr. Fordyee. - 

+: | 1 hamſhire, 
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hamſhire. Some time preceding this pe- 
riod, he printed in the * Chriftian Magazine 
a paper, intituled, A Propoſal for the 
* Relief of Priſoners for Debt.” This laid 
the firſt foundation of the preſent Society 
for the releaſe of perſons confined in jail 
for debts of a ſmall amount. In conſe- 
quence of it, ſeveral gentlemen agreed to 

meet together for the purpoſe of receiving 

contributions; and in a ſhort time they 
Were enabled to extend relief to multi- 
tudes, who otherwiſe muſt have dragged 
cout a miſerable exiſtence, loſt to them- 
ſelves, and without benefit to the world. 
: To Dr. Dodd's honour it muſt be allowed, 
that no pains were at any time withheld ; 
and that every aſſiſtance was chearfully 
given by him where it could promote any 
work of charity. He was ever found ready, 
when called upon, and oftner as a volun- 
tier, to forward the deſigns of the benevo- 
lent. This year he preached a Sermon at 
the Chapels in Charlotte Street and Bedford 


February 1764. 


D 3 Court, 
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Court, for the benefit of the before-men- - 
tioned Charity, and afterwards publiſhed 
it“. About the ſame time he printed a Ser- 
mon, intiruled, *©* ' The Frequency of Capi- 
* tal Puniſhments inconſiſtent with Fuſtice, 
« found Policy, and Religion.“ 


On the 27th of April, 1773, he again 
exerted his talents for the advantage of 
another Charity, in a Sermon, intituled, 
« Compaſſion to Infants enforced, preached 
& at the Church of Saint Martin in the 
« Fields, before the Preſidents and Guar- 
ce dians of the Diſpenſary for the fant 
cc Pogg.” 

Before this t time Dr. Dodd had e his 
connections both with the city and country, 
and engaged in ſchemes beyond his fortune 
to ſupport. A chapel which was built in 
* Charlotte Street, and others which he be- 


* At the end of this Sermon be added Propoſals 
for printing by Subſcription, © Lectures on the Firſt 
40 Epiltle General of St. John; wherein many of the 


«« moſt important Topics of Chriſtianity are largely 
« diſcuſſed,” in two vols. 8vo. 


came 
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came a ſharer in, are ſuppoſed not to have 
ſucceeded in a manner anſwerable to his 


expectations. An unfortunate though flat- 
tering diſtinction from a Nobleman, whoſe 
countenance was of itſelf ſufficient to con- 
fer reputation on any man, had excited 


romantick and viſionary notions; and theſe 
again had acted upon his natural vanity, 
and prompted him to launch out into ex- 
travagances which his income, by this time 


not a ſmall one, could not ſtand againſt. 


He now ſeemed reſolved, in an unhappy 
hour, to put his fame, his fortune, and fu- 
ture expectations in life, to the hazard, in 
a manner ſo ridiculous as to be worthy of 
being treated only with laughter, and at 
the ſame time in a matter ſo unlikely to 
ſucceed as to deſerve only to excite con- 
tempt. If the ſcheme originated with him- 
ſelf, it ſufficiently proves the weakneſs of 


his underſtanding ; and, if it was adopted : 


by him from the ſuggeſtions of any other 
perſon, the folly of it will not be the leſs 
cenſurable. From whatever quarter it 

came, the effects were ſoon apparent; for 


D 4 it 


I 
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it intirely blaſted every hope which he 


could flatter himſelf with to -raiſe his for- 
tune, and almoſt to ſupport the character 


which he had long held in the opinion of 


mankind. The particular circumſtances of 
the caſe are yet not fully known to the 


Publick, though ſufficient have been diſ- 


cloſed to charge him with imprudence, if 


not with criminality. It is reported that a 


* Living having become, or being likely 
ſoon to become, yacant, in the gift of the 


Lord Chancellor, an anonymous letter was 


ſent to the Lady of that Nobleman, offering 


a ſum of money, if, through her means, 


Dr. Dodd was appointed to it. As the let- 
ter was without name, no diſcovery could 


be made to fix the charge on him, but by 


a compariſon of the writing with others, 
which, on examination, furniſhed evidence 
ſufficient to prove that he was, if not prin- 
cipal in this extraordinary compoſition, at 
leaſt acquainted with the contents. He now 
ee el the futility of his idle ſcheme, 


* Suppoſe to to be Se. George 85 Hanover Square. 
and, 
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and, as if he had been determined to be 


uniform in the conduct of the buſineſs, ſet 
up a defence, which was calculated to im- 
preſs a ſtill more unfavourable opinion of 
him. He is ſaid to have laid the blame in- 


tirely on Mrs. Dodd, and to have declared 


that the application was made wholly with- 
out his knowledge or participation. Theſe 
declarations obtained no credit; for the 
letter was given to the Chanccllor, and by 
him laid before his Majeſty, with all the 
circumſtances - attending it. The conſe- 
quence ſoon followed: His Majeſty com- 
manded that Dr. Dodd's name ſhould be 
ſtruck out of the liſt of his chaplains; and 
Dr. Hallifax was appointed in his ſtead. 
This was the leaſt puniſhwent: the Preſs 


- way 


ſoon began to teem with ſatire and invec- 


tive, and obliged the Doctor to publiſh 


the following ſhort Letter in the St. James's 


Chronicle : 


« Mr. Baldwin, 


« May I earneſtly intreat, through the 
c channel of your paper, that the candid 


“Pub- 
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« Publick would ſuſpend their ſentence in 
% my caſe. Under the preſſure of circum- 
ce ſt ances exceedingly adverſe, and furniſhed 
« with no proofs of innocence but what 
« are of a negative nature, there is left for 
« me at preſent no mode of defence but 


that of an appeal to a life paſſed in pub- 


lic ſervice, and an irreproachable atten- 


tion to the Duties of my Function. How 
impoſſible it is to oppoſe theſe to the 
torrent of popular invective, the world 


will judge : It is hoped, however, that 


time will ere long put ſome circum- 
ſtances in my power, which will lead to 
an elucidation of this affair, evince to 
the ſatisfaction of mankind my integrity, 
and remove every ill impreſſion with re- 


« gard to the proceedings which have 
« juſtly incenſed a moſt reſpectable Per- 


cc 


ſonage, and drawn ſuch misfortunes 
upon me. Ee 


“TI am, Sir, &c. 


«© Queen - Street, 10 1 
e WILLIA Dopp. 


There 
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There are ſome caſes, which every at- 
tempt to defend or juſtify, only tend to 
ſet in a worſe light; and this ſeems to 
have been one of them. Such an apology 
could only give new edge to the Paſquinades 
which were diſperſed about; it could not 
be deemed fatisfaftory, nor was it likely to 
ſtem the torrent of Public Cenſure. If he 
expected it would have that effect, he was 
certainly diſappointed. In the Summer, 
the tranſaction was by Mr. Foote made 
the ſubje& of Ridicule, at the Theatre in 
the Haymarket, where Mrs. Dodd was intro- 
duced on the Stage in the Character of 
Mrs. Simony, in the play of The Cozeners. 

It will certainly be matter of ſurprize 
to many that Dr. Dodd, whoſe popularity 
was as great as that of the firſt Preacher of 
his time, never obtained any other prefer- 
ment (except the Livings given him by 
Lord Cheſterfield) than what he poſſeſſed 
at Weft-Ham and St. Olauve n. At theſe 
places he was held in the higheſt reſpe& 
and it may be concluded, had he waited 


the 
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the proper' ſeaſon for his advancement, 
might have attained thoſe honours and 
advantages which he afpired after. But, 
impatient of a fituation which held out no 
proſpect of promotion, he quitted both the 
places which he had been poſſeſſed of ſo 
long, and with ſo much credit. At this 
juncture, Lord Chefterfeld, whoſe affection 
for the Graces is well known, fixed upon 
him as a proper Tutor for his Couſin and 
Heir. His former choice for his own Son 
Had not anſwered the ſanguine expectations 
he had formed; and he determined to have 
the preſent object of his attention educated- 
under the care of a perſon, whoſe manners 
were polite, and addreſs eaſy and engaging. 
 Elated with the diſtinction paid him by 
this celebrated Nobleman, Dr. Dodd en- 
gaged in the taſk without due conſideration ; 
and, to accommodate his pupils, of whom 
he had ſeveral beſides Lord Cheſterfield, took 
a large houſe in Southampton Row, where 
he lived ſeveral years: Before his diſmiſſion 
from the poſt of King's Chaplain, the young 
Lord Cheſterfield had come to bis Title and 


Fortune; 
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Fortune; and he appears to have retained 
his regard for his Tutor, notwithſtanding 
the diſgraceful ſtigma which had been fixed 
upon him at court. The Living of Winge + 
in Buckinghamfbire, becoming vacant, he 
was preſented. to it in the winter of 1774, 
and was likewiſe appointed one of his 
Chaplains. To a man who poſſeſſed Dr. 
Dodd's talents, it would have been til 
poſſible to regain the favour of the public; 
the offence for which he had been diſ- 
carded at Court, whatever may be the real 
turpitude of it, being from the frequency 
of its commiſſion not held in the moſt cri> 
minal light, and many perſons were willing 
to excuſe all but the folly of the act. We 
would not be ſuppoſed to defend, or even 
palliate, this or any other illegal proceeding: 
it certainly deſerved puniſhment, and it ex- 
perienced no ſmall one. At this time he 
ſeemed determined to efface the ill impreſ- 
ſions which the world had received by 

means of his unlucky application; he 
placed himſelf foremoſt in the ſupport of 
ſome newly - inſtituted charities. One of 
them, 
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| them, viz. that for the relief and diſcharge 


of perſons impriſoned for ſmall debts, be 
had been the firſt promoter of, and now 
became the zealous and able advocate for, 


and ſupport of it. He regularly attended 
the meetings of the - ſociety, he ſollicited 


| ſubſcriptions for the benefit of it, and 


preached a ſermon before the Governors, 
which he ſoon afterwards printed, with an 


account of the riſe, progreſs, and preſent 


ſtate of the Society. He alſo preached a 
Sermon in recommendation of the plan for 
recovering perſons apparently drowned, a 
charity that hath been attended with a 
conſiderable ſhare of ſucceſs. - About this 
period he alſo was appointed Chap- 
lain to the Free Maſons, and printed a 
Speech made by him on laying the foun- 
.dation-ſtone of a building in Great Queen- 
frreet, belonging to them. 

From the number and variety of Dr. 
Dodd's publications before - enumerated, it 
will ber clearly perceived, that his induſtry 
has been very great, and his abilities not to 
be contemned. If his genius does not intitle 


him 
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him to rank with the firſt writers of the age, 
he is very far from ſinking to an equality 
with the numerous race which daily iſſue 
from the preſs. It is probable, had he con- 
fined his attention to ſome ſingle branch of 
literature, without permitting his mind to 
wander over ſuch a variety of ſubjects, 
which in the end could only tend to diſ- 
ſipate his thoughts, and confine his views to 
a ſlight and ſuperficial knowledge of things, 
he would have ſtood foremoſt in that de- 
partment which he ſhould have made choice 
of. To whatever extent his abilities may 
be allowed to reach, it is certain, without 
unremitted induſtry, he never could have 
executed ſo many works with any degree of 
credit; and ſome muſt be allowed to riſe 
above mediocrity. Amidſt the variety of 
his engagements, in the ſeveral capacities of 
Preacher, Writer, Tutor, and Man of the 
World, it is rather to be wondered at that 
he ſhould have been able to do any thing 
well, than that all ſhould not be excellent. 
In the Pulpit, he was enabled to exert 

his 
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his talents with the greateſt ſucceſs ; there 
it was at all times in his power to convince, 
to perſuade, to amuſe, and to inſtruct. 
He ſeemed to have uncontrolled. antho- 
rity over the human breaſt, and could 
when he pleaſed excite fuch paſſions as 
he wiſhed to draw forth; inſomuch that 
he has frequently been known to melt 
his hearers into tears, and thoſe hearers 
perſons of the firſt name in the kingdom 
for abilities, and ſome of them not under 
the influence of any predilection for either 
the preacher or the ſubject of his harangue. 
His ſermons, diveſted of the advantages of 
his own oratory, loſe much of the effe& 
which they produced on their delivery, but 
ſtill are to be conſidered not as unworthy 
the attention of mankind ; and it has been 
aſſerted, their good effects have been expe- 
rienced in many inſtances. As a Poet, 
though he frequently amuſed himſelf in 


that Walk, his compoſitions are not to be 


eſteemed otherwiſe than the mere amuſe- 
ments of an idle hour; and indeed. his 
own opinion of his talents in that branch 


of 


of Literature was but low * ; a Poet, he 
himſelf declared, was a rare production, 


and that he did not preſume to affect that 
high character. 


It cannor, conſiſtently with truth, be Jenied 
that although Dr. Dodd's preferments were 
but of ſmall value, few men could ſupport 
themſelves in eaſe and affluence better than 


he was enabled to do. Had he poſſeſſed no 


other means than the profits ariſing from 
his ſeveral publications, theſe had been ſo 
very conſiderable, that a common ſhare of 
prudence would have been ſufficient to ſup- 
ply the want of Patronage, and the negle& 
of the Great. One of his firſt works had 
been a ſelection of the Beauties of Shake- 

ſpeare, an author of whom he was a great 
admirer, and to whom he now again turned 
his attention, and meditated a new Edition, 
to be printed in a moſt pompous manner, 
and ornamented with the moſt elegant de- 
corations. It is ſaid, that this Scheme, as it 
never was completed, was highly injurious 


* See Poems, p. 102. 
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to his fortune. To this undertaking, many 
of his friends afcribe part of the neceffities 
in which he was involved, and which drew 
him into the fatal attempt, that in the 
end involved him in diſgrace and miſery, 
Whether this circumſtance, be true or not, 
though it is far from being improbable, 


it is Well known, that in the ſummer of 


the year 1776, he went to Paris, and du- 
ring his ſtay in that city, was in treaty with 
ſeveral Artiſts, who were to execute the 
plates of his intended Edition; and fo far 
was the plan formed, that part of them were 
in great forwardoefs at the time of his ap- 
prehenſion. A 3d Edition of his Beauties 
of Shakeſpeare was alſo at this time in the 
preſs, and nearly printed off; as this is a 


very uſeſul Selection, we mw it will nor be 


Joſt:ro the Public. 


At no period of Dr. Dodd's Life was hs 
influenced by the rules of ceconomy, A 
mode of living far above the bounds of his 
income, a fondneſs for ſplendor and gaiety, 
and a total inattention to all the maxims of 
2 worldly 
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worldly Prudence, united together, had con- 
tributed to embarraſs his cireumſtances, 
and oblige him to have recourſe to alinoſt 
any means of getting rid of the difficulties 
- which preſſed upon him for the preſent 
moment. An expenſive man ſoon loſes 
the ſenſibility which is the guardian and 
protector of his honour. He acquires 4 
habit of trifling with engagements which 
ought to be held ſacred; and feels no un- 
eaſineſs at diſmiſſing bis creditors without 


payment of their demands, and ſometimes 
even without an apology, 


Whenever a perſon leaps the pale which 
delicacy preſcribes in affairs of this nature, 
he has advanced into a path from which it 
may not be in his power to recede. With 
certainty it may be faid, that when he has 
learnt to neglect the cenſure of the world, 
every deviation from the rule of right be- 
comes eaſy and familiar to him, and he acts 
that without reluctance, which, if he caſts 
a retroſpe& to the ſenſations he felt before 
he — learnt to conſider a flight departure 


E 2 from 
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from his word as trifling, he would have 
reflected upon with horror. The gradation 
from the loweſt to the higheſt crime is more 
imperceptible than is generally ſuppoſed ; 


flight and apparently trifling departures # 
from the dictates of honour, and the ſanc- 


tity of engagements, ſoon become familiar 
to the imagination ; and as they ceaſe to be 


objects of diſguſt, they ſoon loſe their 
quality of creating dread and apprehenſion, 


When this happens to be the ſtate of a 
perſon's mind, he will feel little reluQance 


at availing himſelf of any means which may 
offer, to extricate him from an embarraſſing 


ſituation; and, having quieted his conſcience 
by the ſophiſtry of his having no intention 


to defraud, he ſoon concludes that he may : 


fin with impunity, and eſcape detection. 
Hlov far this reaſoning will apply to the 


caſe of Dr. Dodd, we are uncertain ; there 
is, however, no doubt but that the weight of 
his debts had, for ſome time before his jour- 
ney to France, put him under the neceſſity 


of confiving himſelf, mom one day in the 


6 week, 


Co 


* 
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week, when he could not be apprehended ; 
and report declares, that an attempt was 
once made to relieve him from his diffi- 
culties by a Commiſſion: of Bankruptcy. 
Whether theſe reports are to be credited 
or not, his ſituation was now notorious to 


all the world; and, as he continued to live 


in the ſame expenſive ſtyle, his credit was 
of courſe not enlarged. Demands were 
now made upon him in ſo preſſing a man- 
ner, that he at laſt found himfelf com- 
pelled to ſearch for means to raiſe money 
to diſcharge. them. Uuhappily for him, 

the ſcheme of obtaining a ſum of money 
by making uſe of Lord Chefterfield's name 
fuggeſted itſelf to him, and the execution of 
It was at the beginning attended with ſucceſs. 
A Bond, bearing date the 4th of February, 
1777, Was put into the hands of Lewis 
Robinſon, a Broker, in order to raiſe the 
ſum of 4200 l. Application was made to 


ſeveral perſons to advance the money, and 
at laſt to Mr. Fletcher and Mr. Peach, who 


m_ to lend the fame on the ſecurity 
E 3 pro- 


4 
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propofed'; which was accordingly delivered 
to them, and they: paid into the hands 'of 
Robinſon money and ſecurities to the above 
amount, which were again given into the 
hands of Dr. Dodd. The Bond, upon 
which the money was lent, was immediate- 
ly ſent to Mr. Manley, Attorney for 
both the lenders, to ſee if it was proper- 
ly made out and executed, and this led 
to a diſcovery of the fraud; for that 
Gentleman; obſerving a blot which had 
the appearance of deſign rather than ac. 
cident, applied to Lord Cbeſtenſield, to be 
informed whether he acknowledged the 
ſecurity to be of his execution. His 


Lordſhip diſowned the ſignature; and 


both Dr. Dadd and Ribinſen the Broker 


were immediately ſecured; by a warrant 


from the Lord Mayor, and brought before 
day of February, at Guildball, when, after 
ſome attempts to obtain a private inveſtiga- 
tion of the matter, which was refuſed, the 
ſeveral parties were publickly heard, a 
| | t 
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both the criminals ws ene to Woodfrec 
Compters: | 


No ſooner was Dr. Dodd I into 
cuſtody, than the horror of his conditon 
appeared to him in all its colours. On the 
firſt charge he acted like a man unhackneyed 
in the ways of wickedneſs; and although 
the weight of evidence was rather againſt 
Robinſon than himſelf, he made no attempt 
to ſave himſelf at the expence of truth. 
He freely acknowledged his guilt; he en- 
tirely exculpated the Broker, aud refunded 
all the money and ſecurities which re- 
mained in his poſſeſſion, and likewiſe aſſign- 
ed over effects ſufficient to ſecure both Mr. 
Fletcher and Mr. Peach from any loſs which 
they could poſſibly ſuſtain. Indeed all the 
principals ſeemed ſo well ſatisfied with his 
behaviour, that no one of them was willing 
to proſecute him; he therefore earneſtly 
begged to be diſmiſſed. The perturbation 
of his ſpirits was evident, and conſequently 
his defence broken and unconnected; but, 
E 4 a? 
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as it exhibits a proof of his integrity, we 
ſhall here inſert it in his own words: 


I am at a loſs what to offer in ſuch a 


cc 
cc 


A 
* 


ſituation.— I had no intention to defraud 
my Lord Cheſterfield. — I hope, that the 
ſatisfaction I have made in returning the 
money, will atone for the offence. —My 
Hife can be of no fervice to any body, 
though, if it muſt be forfeited, take it.— 


I ſhall be willing to reſign it. —I was 


preſſed exceedingly for three hundred 
pounds, to pay ſome bills due to tradeſ- 
men. I took this ſtep as a temporary 
reſource —1 ſhould have repaid it in half 
a year- My Lord Cheſterfield cannot but, 
have ſome tenderneſs for me, as my pupil. 
I love him, [here his tears interrupted 
him for ſome time] he knows it.— He has 
experienced it of me.— I regard his ho- 
nour as my own.—There is nobody wiſhes 
to profecute. — Pray, my Lord Mayor, 


conſider my caſe, and, as there is no pro- 


ſecution, diſmiſs me.— l am ſure, my Lord 
Cbefterfield does not want my life. —I 


hope 
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© hope he will ſhew clemency to me. — 
_ « Mercy ſhould triumph over juſtice.” 


It is unneceſſary to add, that the Plea 
made by him muſt, from the nature of it, 
be ineffectual. The ſeveral Complainants 
were bound over to proſecute and give 
evidence againſt him; and both he and 
Robinſon were taken to priſon, through 
crowds of witneſſes to his diſgrace, who 
were no leſs concerned than aſtoniſhed ar 
the dreadful fituation in which he had in- 
volved himſelf, 


We have now ſeen to what a degree of 
wretchedneſs it is poſſible for a man to ſink 
himſelf, No longer the idol of the world, 
he became the ſubje& of obloquy and de- 
teſtation. His friends could only in filence 
lament his fate; and thoſe who from pre- 


judice and pique had harboured thoughts 


not favourable to him, gave a looſe to in- 
vective. It is the obſervation of an excel- 
lent writer *, that an unfortunate man is 
viewed, | 
* Mickle's Introduction to the Luſiad. 
Through 
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« — Through the dim ſhade his fate caſts o'er him: 


* A ſhade that ſpreads its evening darkneſs o'er 


His brighteſt virtues, while it ſhews his foibles 
« Crowding and obvious as the midnight ſtars, 

« Which in the ſunſhine of ny, 
« eee 


In no caſe 5010 the truth of 61 re- 


flection be proved more fully than the pre- 


ſent; for many people ſeemed unwilling to 


remember any among the great number of 


laudable acts which might be ſelected in his 
defence; or, if they happened to be pointed 


out, were deſirous of imputing them to baſe 
and ſiniſter motives. | 


At the enſuing ſeſſions at the Old Bailey, 
a bill of indictment was preferred againft 
him; and, on Saturday the 24th of Febru- 


ary, he was arraigned upon it. Previous to 


rhe finding of the bill, application had been 
made to the Court, for leave to bring Ro- 
binſon before the Grand Jury, to give his 
Teſtimony; but this requeſt was refuſed. 
However, either by miſtake or colluſion, an 
order was obtained from the proper officer ; 


and 


and Robinſon, notwithſtanding he had been 
diſallowed in form, was exhibited as a Wit- 
neſs, and examined. To this proceeding, 
the Doctor, by his Counſel, took exception; 
and, after much altercation, it was allowed 
that the fact ſhould be ſtated ſpecially, 
and the opinion of the Judges taken upon 
it. The Trial then went on; and the facts 
being proved, he was called upon for his 


defence: which he delivered in the follow- 


ing 1 manner: 


4:0 Upon the eviderice which has this day 
ec been produced againſt me, I find it very 
“ difficult for me to addreſs your. Lord- 
* ſhips: There is no man in the world, 
my Lords, who has a deeper ſenſe of 
te the heinous nature of the crime, for 
« which I ſtand indicted, than myſelf; I 


60 


« But, my Lords, I humbly apprehend, 
0 though no Lawyer, that the moral turpi- 


ec tude and malignity of the crime, both in 


© the 


„view eit in all its extent of malignancy 
ec towards a commercial ſtate like ours. 


* . 
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the eye of the law, of reaſon, and of re- 
* Jjgion, conſiſts in the intention. I am 
* informed, my Lords, that the AQ of 
« Parlrament, on this head, runs perpetu- 
* ally in chat ſtile, with an intention to de- 
* fraud: Such an intention, my Lords, and 
Gentlemen of the Jury, I believe has 
not been attempted to be proved upon 
* me; and the confequences that have hap- 
4 pened, which have appeared before you, 
4 ſufficiently prove, that a perfect and ample 
4 reſtirution has been made. I leave it, 
* my Lords, to you, and you, Gentlemen 
& of the Jury, to conſider, that if an un- 
„ happy man, of any kind, ever deviates 
4 from the law of right, yet, if in the 
“ ſingle firſt moment of recollection, he 
* does all he can to make a full and perfect 
* amends, what, my Lords, and Gentle- 
c men of the Jury, can God and man deſire 
* further ? My Lords, there are a variety 
& of linle circumſtances, too tedious to 
* trouble you with, with reſpe& to this 
r matter. Was I ro give a looſe to my 
* feelings, 
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« feelings, I have many things to ſay, which 
< I am fure you would feel, with reſpec 
« to me: But, my Lords, as it appears on 
4 all hands, as it appears, Gentlemen of 
„„the Jury, in every view, that no injury, 
intentional or real, has been done to any 
« man upon the face of the earth, I hope, 
* that therefore you will confider the caſe 
*in its true ſtate of clemency. I muſt 
«© obſerye, and your Lordſhips I am ſure, 
e though I have met with all candour in 
* this Court, yet I have been purſued with 
4% oppreſiive cruelty. I have been proſe- 
t cuted after the moſt expreſs engage- 
< ments, after the moſt ſolema aſſurances, 
ic after the moſt deluſive, ſoothing argu- 
4 ments of Mr. Manley: I have been pro- 
« ſecuted with a cruelty ſcarcely to be par- 
« alleled. A perſon, avowedly criminal 
« jn the ſame indictment with myſelf, has 
£ been brought forth as a capital witneſs 
« againſt me; — a fact, I believe, totally 

“ unexampled. My Lords, oppreſſed as 1 
4 am with infamy, loaded as I am with di(- 


© treſſs 
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- 5 treſs, ſunk under this cruel proſecution, 


t“ your Lordſhips, and Gentlemen of the 
« Jury, cannot think life a matter of any 
« value to me. No, my Lords, I ſolemnly 
_ ne that death, of all bleſſings, would 

© be the moſt pleaſant to me after this 


p- pain. I have yet, my Lords, I have yet 


ce ties which call upon me, ties which ren- 


* der me deſirous even to continue this mi- 
e ſerable exiſtence! I have a wife, my 


Lords, who for twenty-ſeven years has 
5 lived an unparalleled example of con- 


5 jugal attachment and fidelity; and whoſe 
64 behaviour, during this trying ſcene, will 


6 draw tears of approbation, I am ſure, 


even from the moſt inhuman. My Lords, 
„I hope 1 don't exceed in what I ſay. 
„ My Lords, I have creditors, honeſt men, 


te that will loſe much by my death : T hope, 
e for the ſake of juſtice towards them, 


„ ſome mercy. will be ſhewn to me; and 


« if, upon the whole, theſe conſiderations 


« at all avail with you, my Lords, and you 


« Gentlemen of the Jury; if, upon the moſt 
6c Para 
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te partial ſurvey of the matter, not the 
& ſlighteſt intention of injury can appear 
be to any one; and I ſolemnly declare, it 
& was in my power to replace it in three 
* months: of this I aſſured Robinſon fre- 
ef quently, and had his ſolemn affurances 
' © no man ſhould be privy to it but Mr, 
6“ Fletcher and himſelf : and if no injury 
„ js done to any man upon the earth, I 
c then hope, I truſt, I confide myſelf. in the 


se tenderneſs, knmanity, and protection, of 
„% my Country.” 


2 the interval between this and the Seſ- 
s which began in May, the Judges met; 


and, after conterring together, determined 


that the Evidence of Robinſon was compe- 
tent and admiſſible. This the Doctor was 
acquainted with by judge Aſton, on the 
twelfth day of May, in theſe words: 


« Doctor William Dodd, when you was 


* brought up in laſt. February ſeſſions to 
« plead to an indictment found by the grand 
jury of Middleſex againſt you for for- 


cc gery, 
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e before you pleaded, or the trial 
e was proceeded upon, a queſtion was ſub-· 


ow mitted to the Court by you with the ad- 
« vice of your Counſel, which was reſerved 
« for the opinion of the Judges; that is, 
whether you was bound to plead to and 
cc ought to be tried upon that indictment, 
« as the name of Lewis Robioſon, com- 
tc mitted for the ſame forgery, appeared to 
ac he indorfed as a witneſs upon the bill of 
ac indictment, and that he had been taken 


_ & before the grand jury to be examined as 


« 2 witneſs by means of an order directed 
« to the keeper of Newgate, which had 


been improperly obtained, on the igth 


« of February, and which was afterwards 


- vacated by the Court. | 
The Judges have met, and have folly 


> — wat the whole matter of this ob- 


« jeftion; and they are unanimoully of: opi- 
« nion, that the neceſſity of ſome proper 
authority to carry a Witneſs who hap- 
4e pened to be in cuſtody, before the grand 
40 jury t. to give. evidence, n the juſti- 

e oo! * fication 


2 on ay” 
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ce fication of the gaoler only; but that no 
« gbjeRion lies upon that account in the 
« mouth of the party indicted, for in re- 
s ſpe&. of him the finding of the bill is. 
cc right and according to law. 

** Whether a private proſecutor, by uſing 
'* an ac pplice i in or out of cuſtody as a 
+. witneſs, gives ſuch a witneſs a plea not 
* to be proſecuted, or can entitle himſelf, 
<« the proſecutor, to have his recognizance 
« diſcharged, is a matter very fit for con- 
60 ſideration under all the circumſtances of 
<« the particular caſe when that queſtion 
« ſhall ariſe; but it is a matter in which 
© the party indicted. has no concern, nor 
“ can he make any legal objection to the 
« producing ſuch a perſon as a witneſs, for 
the accomplice i is againſt him a legal and 
« 2 competent witneſs; and ſo. was Lewis 
«© Robinſon upon the bill of indiQens 
«c preferred againſt you. 


| © The Judges, therefore, are of opinion, 
« that the proceedings upon that indiQ- 
ment againſt you were legally had; and 
5 * that you was thereupon duly convicted 

F as accord 
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« according to law. Of -this opinion 1 
* thought it moſt proper thus early to ap- 
41 prize you, that you may be prepared for 
te the conſequence of it at the dloſe of 
* the Seſſions.” | 


He received the opinion of. the Judges 


with due reſignation on en in e 
following words? | 


« My Lord, I humbly thank your * 
« Lordſhip and the reſt of the learned 
« Judges for the conſideration” you have 
© been pleaſed to give to the objections 
% made by my counſel on that awful day 
« of my trial; and I reſt fully ſatisfied, my 
« Lord, in wy juſtice of your Lordſkips' 
as” opinion.” 

'On the laft day of hi Seſſions, Friday 
the 26th of May, he was again brought 
to "the bar in order to receive ſentence; 
when, being aſked what he had to alledge 
why Judgement ſhould not be pronounced 
againſt him, he W 80 the Courr i in the 
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* My Lord, ee * 
4 1 now ſtand before you a dreadful 


« example of human infirmity. I en- 
ce tered upon public life with the expecta- f 
ce tions common to young men, whoſe edu- 
&© cation has been liberal, and whoſe abi- 
“ ties have been flattered: and, when I 
& became a clergyman, conſidered myſelf 
as not impairing the dignity of the or- 
« der, I was not an idle, nor, I hope, an 
ac uſeleſs miniſter. I taught. the Truths of 
“ Chriſtianity, with the zeal of conviction, 
ce and the authority of innocence, —My la- 
* bours were approved; my pulpit became 
ee popular; and I have reaſon to believe, 
« that, of thoſe who heard me, ſome have 
e been preſerved from fin, and ſome have 
« been reclaimed. —Condeſcend, my Lord, 
to think, if theſe conſiderations aggra- 
« vate my crime, how much they muſt em- 
by „ bitrer my puniſhment! | 


ee Being diſtinguiſhed and elevated by the 

&« confidence of mankind, I had much 
„confidence in myſelf : and, thinking my 
* * integrity, what others thought it, eſta» 
F 2 46 bliſhed 
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4 hliſhed in ſincerity, and fortified by re- 


« ligion, I did not conſider the danger of 
etc yanity; nor ſuſpect the deceitfulneſs of 

„% my own heart. The day of confli 

* came, in which temptation furprifed and 
« overwhelmed me. I committed the crime, 
« which I intreat your Lordſhip to believe 
* that my conſcience hourly repreſents to 
« me in its full bulk of mifchief and malig- 
© nity. Many have been overpowered by 
* temptation, who are now among the pe- 
c nitent in Heaven. 

% To an act, noꝛo waiting the decifian of. 
« vindictive Juſtice, I will not prefume to 
e oppoſe the connterbalance of almoſt thir- 
"= years—4 great part of che life of man 

« —paſſed i in exciting and exerciſing cha- 
6 rity; in relieving ſuch diſtreſſes as I now. 
s fee}; in admiviſtering thoſe confolations 
* which I now want. I will not otherwiſe. 
« extenuate my offence, than by declaring,. 
* what I hope will appear to many, and 


1 which mapy circumſtances make probable, 


that T did not intend to be finally fraudu- 


:« tent; nor will it become me to appor- 
err 


ce my 


Or DR. W.-DODD.- 6 
* my ſufferings have been not wa 1c 
t than my guilt. 
I have fallen from cepmation, which 
* bought to have made me cautious z and 
* from a fortune, which ought to have 
* given me content. I am ſunk at once 
into poverty and ſcorn: my name and my 
* erime fill the ballads in the ſtreets; the 
s ſport of the thoughtleſs, and the triumph 
** of the wicked. | 


It may ſeem ſtrange, my Lord, than; re- 
© membering what I have lately been, I 
5 ſhould ſtill wiſh to continue what I am, 
But contempt of death, how ſpeciouſly 
te ſoever it might mingle with heathen vir- 
* tues, has nothing in it ſuitable to Chriſtian 
te penitence. Many motives impel me to 
«i beg earneſtly for life. I feel the natural 
te horror of a violent death, and the uni- 
& yerſal dread of nn diſſolution. I 
tt am deſirous to recompenſe the injury I 
5 haye done to the clergy, to the world, 
and to religion and to efface the ſcandal 
« of my crime, by the example of my re- 
“ pentance. But, aboye all, I wiſh to die 
% with thoughts more compoſed, and 

EF 9 s calmer 


— me 2 
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& calmer preparation. The gloom and a 
« fuſion of a priſon, the anxiety of a trial, 


« the horror of ſuſpenſe, and the inevitable 
a viciſſitudes of paſſion, leave not the mind 
«in a due diſpoſition for the holy exerciſes 
« of prayer and ſelf. examination. Let not 
« a little life be denied me, in which I may 
« by meditation and contrition prepare my- 
« ſelf to ſtand at the tribunal of Omnipo- 
«tence, and ſupport the Preſence of that 
hs Judge, who ſhall diſtribute to all accord- 
e ing to their works; who will receive and 
« pardon the repenting ſinner; and from 
* whom the merciful Thall obtain mercy! 
For theſe reaſons, my Lord, amidſt 
« ſhame and miſery, I yet wiſh to live; and 
* moſt humbly implore that Imay be recom- 


„ mended by your Lordſhip to the N l 
cy of his Majeſty = n 


This pathetick addreſs * tears from 
a numerous audience, which was aſſembled 
on the occaſion. A profound ſilence en- 
ſued for a few minutes; when the Recorder 


proceeded to ROW n, in ihe fol- 
lowing m manner: 


66 Dr. 
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60 Dr. William Dodd, you have. 855 
i convicted of the offence of publiſhing, A 
* forged and counterfeit bond, knowing it 
4 to be forged and counterfeited ; and you 
have had the advantage which the laws 
« of this country afford to every man in 


that ſituation, a fair, an * and 
& an attentive trial. 


„The Jury, to whoſe juſtice you ap- 
te pealed, have found you guilty : their ver- 
&« dict has undergone the conſideration of 
Þ -- the learned Judges, and they found no 
« ground to impeach the juſtice of that 
« verdict ; you yourſelf have admitted the 
« juſtice of it; and now the very painful 
duty that the neceſſity of the law impoſes 
“upon the Court, to pronounce the ſen- 


« tence of the law againſt you, remains only 
5 to be performed. 


vou appear to entertain a very pro- 
« per ſenſe of the enormity of the offence 
| « which you have committed : you appear 
« too in a ſtate of contrition of mind; and, 
« ] doubt not, have duly: refleted how 
60 far the dan 1gerous tendency of the offence, 


F4 * you 
/ 
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- *, you have been guilty of, is increaſed by 
the jnfſuence of example, in being com- 


% mitted by a perſon of your character, and 


4c of the ſacred function of which you are 


a member. Theſe ſentiments. ſeem to 
© be yours: I would wiſh to cultivate ſuch 
e ſentiments; but I would not wiſh to add 
4 to the anguiſh of a perſon in your ſitua 


tion by dwelling upon it. 


"0 Your application for mercy "a be 


Ss, #7 


C the Court to "A you: there is a power 


« of diſpenſing mercy, where you may ap- 
6 ply. Your own good ſenſe, and the 
40 contrition you expreſs, will induce you 
4 to leſſen the influence of the example, 
4 by publiſhing your hearty and ſincere 
« deteſtation of the offence of which you 
© are convicted ; and that you will not at- 
« tempt to palliate or extenuate, which 
« would indeed add to the degree of the 
4e influence of a crime of this kind being 
« committed by a perſon of your character 
r and known abilities: J would therefore 
«© Warn you againſt any thing of that kind. 
4 * Now, 
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'« Now, Having faid this, I Am ubliged to 
« pronounce the ſentence of the law, "which 
„is, c That you, Doctor Willtam Dodd, 
« be carried from hence to the place $6i 
hence you came; that from thehce you 
are to be carried to the place of execu- 
tion, where you ate to be ER by the 
6 ricek until you are dead. . 


The ſentence thus paſſed upon Him now 
remains to be executed, unleſs fufficient 14 
and ſatisfactory reaſons can be aſſigned for 1 
à mitigation of the puniſhment. Theſe 7 
can be only of two kinds; either, that the 1 
fafety of the State does not demand the ſav-ñ 1 

- crifice of his life; or, that he has performed 1 
ſuch ſervices to the world as, in reaſon, | 
ſhould intitle him to a pardon for a fingle 
offence, committed under the prefſure of 
great diſtreſs, and in a moment of inad ver- 
tency.— However we may condemn fangui- 
nary punifhments, as inconſiſtent with rea- 
ſon, juſtice, and humanity ; we fear that 
the crime of forgery is, in a nation where 
trade 1 is ſo much concerned, too nearly con- 
needed 


ment and ſupport of every publick cha- 
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nected with the welfare of it, to hope for 


any favour, except on the latter ground. 
And here his friends may boldly, and 


without - hefitation, inſiſt that there axe 
many circumſtances which ought, and we 


truſt will have their proper weight in due 
ſeaſon. It has fallen to the lot of few 


people to be more eee uſeful, both 
in publick and private life, than Dr. Dodd; 

and no perſon ever exerted himſelf more 
readily, more willingly, or with greater 
ability, in the publick ſervice, than he has 
done. No perſon ever acquired more 
friends, or more honourable connections; 
and, it may be ſaid, no perſon had fewer 


enemies. His very failings were the ef- 


fects of generofity ;-and, it is to be feared, 
have been diſplayed in a manner not con- 


fiſtent with the liberality which this nation 


is celebrated for, and, in ſome inſtances, 


without a due regard to truth. Let it 
be remembered, that he was not only ready 


to exerciſe his talents, but that his purſe 
was at all times open, for the encourage- 


rity. 
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rity. Several of them owe their exiſtence 
and proſperity almoſt wholly to him, He 


has been the father and protector of ſome 
of the moſt laudable ones; and no one 


but what hath, at ſome time or other, re- 
ceived benefit from him. Ia private life, 
bis bounty has been experienced by num- 
bers. That his general character amon 

his, flock, where it muſt be beſt known, is 
ſubject to no reproach, is manifeſt from 
the applications now making in his favour 
by the moſt reſpectable of his auditors. 
And ſurely his deportment ſince his preſent 
misfortunes ought, from the integrity of it, 
not to be forgotten at this time. To this 
it may be added, that his crime is a ſingle 
one. No enquiry hath brought to light 
any thing of like kind, although publick 
notice was given for that purpoſe; and no 
one hath been injured | by the oſſence 
which hath brought this dreadful judge 
ment on his head. It will hardly be ſup- 
poſed that the exerciſe of mercy will be 
any temptation to the commiſſion of crimes 
of the like nature: the ſame circumſtances 
3 will 
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will probably never meet together again, 
to admit its being quoted as a precedent; 
and, allowing that they ſhould, humanity 
will be ready to ſay, that the ſufferings he 
has already experienced are a ſufficient ex- 
piation of his offence. To the feelings of 


Humanity, then, we maſt appeal; and add, 


in the expreffive words of an excellent 
writer *, whoſe fentiments might almoſt be 


| frippoled to have been dictated from a con- 


templation of the preſent caſe : © Suppoſe 
<« the ſufferer to have been a valuable mem- 


« ber of ſociety, and to have erred only 


from fome momentary impulſe of our 


© imperfect nature; one, who in the re- 
collection of reaſon hath found repen- 


© trance; who reſigns with chearfulneſs that 


* life which is become a forfeiture to the 
„law, and looks up in confidence to hea- 
«© yen for that forgiveneſs which is not to 
be found on earth. The laſt footſteps of 
“ ſuch a man are watered with the tears of 


Principles of the Penal Laws, by W. Eden, Eſq. 
p- 29. 1 
his 
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16 his fellow. citizens; and we hear, from 
* the mouth of every ſpeRator, * 4 


10 Yes, I do think that yau might pardon 9 7" 3 
* And neither heaven, nr man, e 


* P — o — 
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S Toon as the ſentence was pronounced 
on Dr. Dodd, and indeed ſome time 
before, his friends began to exert their en- 
deavours to obtain a remiſhon, or at leaſt 
a mitigation of it. Amongſt other means 
which were ſuggeſted, it was imagined that 
a fair Account of his Life and Writings, 
neither adopting the extravagant praiſes of 
his partial panegyriſts, nor concealing his 
failings, might be productive of ſome ads» 
vantage to him; as it would ſhew, in oppo- 
ſition to many groundleſs ſtories, that his 
life had not been wholly ſpent in idleneſs 
and diſſipation; but much of it employed 
in acts which the moſt inveterate malice 


G | could 
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could not; aſcribe. to any other motives, 
than ſuch as muſt intitle a man to the ap- 


probation of his own conſcience, and to the 
applauſe of the world. 


With this view the foregoing ſheets were 
compiled, and would have been publiſhed, 
without any communication to the perſon 
for whoſe benefit they. were deſigned. 
4 „ But he (at that time buoyed up with the 
. moſt flattering. expectations of a pardon, by 

the ill- judged confidence of ſome of his 
friends) was alarmed at hearing of a pub- 
lication, undertaken without any concert 
. With thoſe on whoſe judgment he moſt re- 
A lied. A meſſage, therefore, came to the 
-if | perſon who had the management of the 
publication, defiring- a ſight of the Manu- 
1þ ſcript ; and, in conſequence of the requeſt, 
{| all that was then printed. was ſent for Dr. 
1 Dodd's peruſal; who, by the advice of his 
of _ counſellors, deſired that the publication might 
be ſuſpended, as they were unanimouſly of 
opinion, that no Account of his Life, which 
| contained any cenſure on his conduct, could 
A © poſſibly 
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poſſibly operate but to his diſadvantage: 
an opinion which -occafioned, numberleſs 
paragraphs in the daily papers, productive 
only of the repetition of cireumſtances 
little redounding to his credit, and mani- 
teſtly calculated to injure him in the opi- 


nion.of thoſe by whom his fate was to on 
determined “. | 


As the attention of the public was much 
engaged about the fate of Dr. Dodd ; and 
as the laſt ſcene of any perſon's life is in- 
tereſting to every individual ; we ſhall pro- 
ceed to relate the ſeveral events which 
happened, from the time ſentence was paſſed 
at the Old Bailey, to the day on which he 
finiſhed his exiſtence at Tyburn, From 
his behaviour during his confinement, and 
at the moment of receiving ſentence, there 


appeared ſo fearful an apprehenſion of 


* In confirmation of the facts contained in the fore- 
going Account, we muſt add, that the. truth of them 
was acknowledged by Dr. Dodd himſelf; who con- 
feſſed they were well-founded, though he was unable 
to * a probable conjecture concerning the Writer. 


G 2 | death, 
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death, with ſuch an anxious and indeed 


cowardly defire of life, that it was appre- 


hended he would not be able to meet his 
fate with any degree of firmneſs or decency: 
but in this both his friends and foes were 
equally ſurprized and miſtaken. Though he 


never loſt fight of hope; yet, when he 


found that no pardon was likely to be 
granted him, he collected a degree of for- 
titude and reſolution, which aſtoniſhed 

every beholder. Indeed, it ny be ſaid, 
that Fl 


Nothing in his life 


"1g M8 Became him, like the leaving it : He dy'd, 


« As one, that had been ſtudied in his death, 
% To throw away the deareſt thing he owed, 
As *twere a careleſs trifle.” . 

| t SHAKESPEARE. 


When it is conſidered, that, had bis life 
been ſpared, it muſt have been led with 
ſhame and diſgrace, unattended with any 
of the circumſtances which can make it 
either comfortable or defireable; in a ſtate 
which every day would bring an addition 

| " £ of. 


r 
of miſery along with it, and when every 
object could not but revive ideas of former 
happineſs, and recall to the imagination 
the ſenſe of miſconduct and guilt, without 
any conſolations to ſooth deſpondence, or 
to relieve the painful reflections on ſcenes 
which were never to return: in ſuch a ſtate, 
the loſs of life appears rather more likely 
to be earneſtly wiſhed for, than eagerly 
ſhunned. But theſe were not Dr. Dodd's 
ſentiments : under all the aceumulations of 
> guilt and diſtreſs, he ſtill kept his eyes 
\ fixed on this world; ſolicitous to continue 
in it upon any terms, however ignominious 
or diſgraceful. 

Applications now were made in his be- 
half, from almoſt every quarter. 'The So- 
cieties which he had eſtabliſhed or aſſiſted 
agreed to petition 'the throne for mercy. 
The jury who tried him Joined in a like 
| petition. Many individuals concurred in 
the ſame method of ſhewing their reſpect 
For him ; and, that nothing might -be omit- 
ted, which could in any degree promote his 

2: ſervice, 
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ſervice, ſome of his friends requeſted the 
Lord Mayor to call a Court of Common 


Council, to confider of the propriety of 
ſending a petition from the Corporation i in 


his behalf. 


This perhaps was as extraordinary a 
meaſure as ever was propoſed to, or adopted 
by, a body of men who are ſo materially 
intereſted to ſee the laws ſtrictly executed 
againſt ſuch as offend in this reſpect. 

As it was the reſult of friendſhip and 
humanity, we ſhall forbear making ſuch 
obſervations as would neceſſarily ariſe from 
the ſubject; but, although we approve the 


exertion of individuals to ſave a friend or 


relation, we conſider the acts of public 
bodies as being properly influenced only 
by public conſiderations. In that view, the 
meaſure was improper and indecent, It 
was alſo for many reaſons unlikely to be 
agreed to, But the warmth of friendſhip 
neither ſaw nor found any difficulties ; oo 
though it was a caſe without any precedent, 
little oppoſition was given to it; one ſingle 
diſſentient 
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diſſentient voice. only was heard. on the 


occaſion . 
This 


* The Petition which was afterwards preſented by 
the Sheriffs and the City Officers was ene in the” 
following terms: | 


« To dhe K IN G's Moſt Excellent 1411515. 


« The humble Petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
. and Commons, of the City of London, in Common. 
Council aſſembled, .. N 
& Moſt humbly ſheweth, jy 
„ That William Dodd, Doctor of Laws, now vio 
4 under ſentence of death in your Majeſty's Gaol o* 
** Newgate, for the Crime of Forgery, has for a great 
«« part of his life ſet an uſeful and laudable example 
of diligence' in his calling, which i in many inſtances 
<< has produced the moſt happy effect. 


That he has been the firſt inditutor, ys a very 1 
« earneſt and active promoter, of ſeveral modes of 1 
% uſeful Charity; and therefore may be conſidered ag 4 
having been, on many nn a benefactor to the ED 14 
« public. | * | 7 
“% Your Petitioners, 8 conſidering his caſe 1 
« ay in ſome of its circumſtances unprecedented ® | 
„and peculiar, and encouraged by your Ma- | 
« jeſty's known Clemency, moſt humbly re- 
„ „ commend 
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his calamity “. 


by APPENDIX 
This affair was concluded on the 6th of 
June. On the ſame day, after Morning 
Prayers had been read in the chapel of 


Newgate by the Ordinary, Dr. Dodd deli- 


vered an addreſs to his fellow-ſufferers, 
which hath ſince been printed ; and, ſup- 


- Poſing it to be intirely his own production, 


will ever remain a proof that his abilities 
were not. enfeebled by the length of his 


impriſonment, nor depreſſed by the ſenſe of 


As the time advanced when the Report 


vas to be made to the King, the attention 


« commend the ſaid William Dodd to your 
% Majeſty's moſt gracious confideration, in 
„ hope that he will be found not altogether 
« unworthy to ſtand an Re of Royal 
* Mercy. _ 

u And your Petitioners will ever pray, &c.“ 


| * has been ſuggeſted that the ſame admirable 
writer, who is now known to have penned the ſpeech 
delivered on receiving ſentence at the Old Bailey, had 
alſo a very conſiderable ſhare in the preſent compoſition, 
ns he undoubtedly had in many of the petitions which 
were handed to the Throne, | of 
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df Dr. Dodd's friends appeared to in- 
creaſe; and, in proportion to their zeal, 
their expectations roſe ſo high, that they 
ſeemed confident. their endeavours to ſave 
him would be crowned with ſucceſs. At 
length the day arrived, which both he and 
they had long waited for with anxious and 
Alternate hopes and fears. On the 13th of 
June the Privy Council aſſembled, and his 
fate was finally determined. He was found 
to be included in the warrant, and ordered 
for execution on the 27th of June. 


Here every rational proſpect of obtain- 


ing a mitigation of the ſentence ſeemed to 


diſappear; bur ſtill his friends remained 
ſteadily perſuaded that his cafe was yet not 


deſperate, Other applications were deter- 


mined to be tried. Petitions were handed 


about, and left in the veſtries of the ſe- 


veral pariſhes of London, Weſtminſter, and . 


the ſuburbs; and more than three-and- 
twenty thouſand names were ſigned, ſoli- 
citing a remiſſion of part of the puniſh- 
ment, | 


A crime 


Arr. 
A crime of ſuch extenſive conſequence 
to ſociety, ſince it hath been rendered a 
capital one, hath ſcarce ever been known 
to receive a pardon; and, from the rigour 
with which Dr. Dodd was puniſhed, can 
never for the future warrant any perſon 
who offends in the like manner to flatter 
himſelf with expectations of forgiveneſs. If 
ever the execution of ſtrict and rigid juſ- 
tice could in any caſe be diſpenſed with, 
the applications of ſo numerous and re- 
ſpectable a body of petitioners, whofe 
prayer was only for mercy, - might have 
been attended to ; but it is generally ima- 
gined that the fears of eſtabliſhing a dan- 
gerous precedent, and flattering future con- 
victs with delufive hopes, and at the ſame 
time giving the execution of Law the ap- 
pearance of partiality and cruelty in ſimilar 
caſes, were the cauſes that all the applica- 
tions, however powerful, were without any 
effect. 

On 
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On the evening of the 26th, Dr. Dodd 
took leave of his wife ® and his friends, 
He bore, the approach of death with a dey 
gree of fortitude which ſurprized thoſe who 
knew him, as much as it did the world in 
general, He prepared for his fate with 
great decency, and fat up till near twelve 
oclock writing letters, At that hour he 
went to bed, and ſlept compoſedly till four; 
from which time he continued dozing about 
two hours, when he aroſe and dreſſed him- 
ſelf. He then deſired a glaſs of water, 
and devoted to prayer and meditation the 
remaining time till he was ſummoned to the 
Chapel. At eight o'clock he left his apart- 


* This Lady, whoſe behaviour to him during his 
confinement is deſerving of every praiſe, is ſaid to be 
a daughter of one of the Vergers of Durham Cathe- 
dral, who had been a domeſtic in the family of the 
Rey. Sir John Dolben, one of the Prebendaries. Her 
name was Mary Perkins; and at the time of their 
marriage, April 15, 1751, ſhe reſided in Frith - Street, 
Soho. On their marriage they took a houſe in War- 
dour-Street, which they quitted before the winter. 
Hiſtorical} Memoirs, p. 6. f 
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ment; and went, accompanied by three 
clergymen and his fellow - ſufferer, to re- 


ceive the ſacrament; after which he de- 
clared himſelf ready to meet his fate. 


About nine o'clock the proceſſion moved 


from Newgate to Tyburn; and during the 
whole journey he exhibited every mark of 
contrition, of reſignatipn, and fortitude. 
His behaviour appeared devout, ſerene, 
and undiſturbed ; neither affecting heroiſm, 
nor deſiring to be thought inſenſible to his 
ſituation. In this frame of mind he ar- 
rived at Tyburn, and aſcended into the 
cart with a firm and ſteady ſtep. He took 
no notice of the vaſt crowd aſſembled upon 
the occafion ; but applied himſelf wholly to 
comfort the criminal who ſuffered with him, 
and to prepare himſelf for the laſt ſad mo- 
ment. At length it arrived; and, having 
thanked the friends who accompanied him 
for their kindneſs, he delivered a paper * 


to the Ordinary of Newgate; then drew 
the 


The following is an exact t copy of it; and the 


judicious reader will perceive . marks of ite 
having 
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the cap over his eyes, and in this manner 
ended a le. which at one 0. een 
to 


having at leaſt en 4 of the cele- 
brated Writer alluded to in p. 84: 


Dr. Dop's laſt ſolemn Declaration. 


To the words of dying men regard has always been 
paid. I am brought hither to ſuffer death for an act of 
fraud, of which I confeſs myſelf guilty with ſhame 
fuch as my former ſtate of life naturally produces, and 
I hope with ſuch ſorrow as He, to whom the heart is 
known, will not diſregard. I repent that I have vio- 
lated the laws by which peace and confidence are eſta- 
bliſhed among men; I repent that I have attempted to 
t e my fellow - creatures; and I repent that I have 

rought diſgrace upon my order, and diſeredit upon re- 
ligion: but my offences againſt God are without name 
or number, and can admit only of general confeſſion 
and general repentance. Grant, almighty God! for 
the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, that my repentance, however 
late, however imperſect, may not be in vain ! 


The little good that now remains in my power, is, 
to warn others againſt thoſe temptations by which I 
have been ſeduced. I have always finned againſt con- 
yiction ; my principles have never been ſhaken ; I have 
always conſidered the Chriſtian religion as a revelation 
from God, and its divine Author as the Saviour of the 
world; but the laws of God, though never diſowned 


by 
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to promiſe to be paſſed honourably, hap- 
pily, and without either diſgrace or cen- 
ſure; but which for ſeveral years had not 
been led with that ſtrictneſs, or attention 


by me, have often been 8 0 was led aliray 
from religious ſtrictneſs by the delufion of ſhew and 
the delights of voluptuouſneſs. I never knew or at- 
tended to the calls of frugality, or the needful minute- 
neſs of painful economy. Vanity and pleaſure, into 
which I plunged, required expence diſproportionate to 
my ihcome ; expence brought diſtreſs upon me, and 
diſtreſs, en diſtreſs, urged me tg. er 
fraud. 

For this fraud I am to die; z; and I die declaring, i in 
the moſt ſolemn manner, that, however I have deviated 
from my own precepts, I have taught others, to the beſt 
of my knowledge, and with all ſincerity, the true way 


to eternal happineſs. My life, for ſome few unhappy 
years paſt, has been dreadfully erroneous ; but my mi- 


niſtry has been always fincere. I have conſtan 
believed, and I'now leave the world ſolemnly avowing | 
my conviction, that there is no other name under 


Heaven by which we can be ſaved, but only the name 


of the Lord Jeſus ; and TI intreat all who are here to 
join with me in my laſt petition, that, for the ſake of 
that Lord Jeſus Chriſt, my, fins may be forgiven, and 
my foul received into his everlaſting kingdom ! 


June 27, 1777. WILLIAM DODD.” 
2 to 
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to propriety, which is always expected, and 
ought to be ſeen; in that of a elergyman . 
Such was the fatal and dreadful cata- 
ſtrophe of a man on whom the united ad- 
vantages of art and nature had been li- 
berally beſtowed; who poſſeſſed qualities 
to command the love and reſpect of man- 
kind; who lived long an example to his 
brethren , of Kr and ability in his 

calling, 
* Dr. Dodd's body was carried from Tyburn to the 


houſe of Mr. Davies, undertaker in Goodge-ſtreet ; 
where a hot bath was ready prepared, and many efforts 
were uſed by his medical friends td\ revive him, but 
all without effect; though it is imagined, from many 
circumſtances, that, if the exceſſive curioſity af the 
crowd had not occaſioned great delay, the attempt 
would have been ſucceſsful, It was on the Monday 
following carried to Coiviley in Buckinghamſhire, at- 
tended by ſome friends, and buried in the church there. 
The following was the inſcription on the coſſiu: 


The Revd. William Dodd, 
Born May 29, 1729, and 
Died June 27, 1777, in 
the 49th Year of his Age. 


| + Many gentlemen of the ſacred profeſſion have teſ- 
fied their regard to the unhappy Doctor” s memory, by 
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calling; whom Providence ſeemed to de+ 
bgo for the beſt gifts this life could en- 


Joy, and the firſt honours which his pro- 
feſſion could arrive at. Perhaps there is 


no inſtance, where a perſon, who had ſur- 


mounted the difficulties arifing from an 
obſcure birth, a narrow fortune, and an 
imprudent marriage, all . uniting at his 
entrance into active life, ever ſo miſerably 
departed from the true line of conduct, and 
wandered into labyrinths out of which he 
could find no clue to direct him. When 
it is conſidered that one failing, an inor- 
dinate love of pleaſure and expence, was 


applications from the pulpit in behalf of his indigent 
and afflicted widow, Many of theſe exertions of hu: 
manity had undoubtedly great merit from the zealous 
intentions with which they were produced ; but none 
of them, that we had an opportunity of attending, af: 


forded /6 rich a luxury of grief (if we may be allowed 


the expreſſion) as that which was delivered on Sunday, 


July 13, from Dr. Dodd's own pulpit in Bedford Cha- 


pel. The hearts of the preacher and of his very nu» 


merous and reſpectable audience appeared entirely at 
uniſon; and the oratory of Mr. Parry was perhaps never 


more pleaſingly or more ſucceſsfully exerted. 
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che only one which his enemies could 
charge him with, and which his friends are 
now left to deplore the conſequences of, a 
melancholy reflection muſt ſtrike every at- 
tentive obſerver of mankind, who cannor 
daily avoid ſeeing numbers purſuing the 
fame road, which, but for the ſpecial in- 
terpoſition of Providence, muſt lead to the 
ſame end. It is impoſſible for any perſon 
to go where the gay and diſſipated reſort, 
but he will have occaſion to notice many 
running the giddy career of pleafure, fquan- 
dering independence, and ſubjecting them- 

| ſelves to every inconvenience and every 
temptation which poverty and diſtreſs can 
give birth to. Let no man in ſuch a ſitu- 
ation too confidently rely either on his own _ 
firmneſs or integrity. A few months ſince, 
the perſon whoſe fate hath given occaſion \ 
to theſe reflexions, imagined himſelf as 
| ſecure from the commiſſion of the crime, 
as he was ſafe from the dreadful conſe- 
quences of it, In the hour of diſtreſs, his 
virtue was over- powered; and who can fay 
I that 
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that in ſuch a ſtate his own integrity may 
not fail him? An attention therefore to 
ceconomy, and a diligent exertion to ſu 

talents as nature or fortune hath endowed 
mankind with, - joined to ſuch a degree of 
patience and reſignation as will prevent any 
improper attempt to obtain wealth and in- 
dependence by other than the flow but 


certain means of induſtry, cannot be too 


often or too. forcibly inculcated. By theſe 
methods, every man, whatever abilities he 
may poſſeſs, will acquire the confidence and 


| eſteem of the world. By adopting others, 


he will, though in other reſpects intitled 


to the higheſt rank in ſociety, only become 


an object of contempt and reproach. He 
will be ſhunned and deſpiſed ; and may 
perhaps, in ſome unlucky hour, be tempted 
to do an act, which a moment's attention to 
the miſerable fate of Dr. Dodd ought, and 
it is hoped will, be the means of prevent- 
ing. His execution will then be attended 
with benefit to the world. And as his life 
cannot now be held out for imitation, his 
| death 


Nen 
death may ſerve to warn and deter the 
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men 


young, the indolent, the thoughtleſs, and 
the diſſipated ; who, following his example, 
and treading in his ſteps, are every minute 
in danger of being ſeduced to commit the 
ſame crimes ; crimes which in the end muſt 

as certainly lead them to the ſame puniſh- " 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES 


TO 
The foregoing ACCOUNT. 


| 7, INXX. Dodd 1 a Sizar of 
Clare Hall, Cambridge, under 
the tuition of Mr. Jobn Courtail (now Arch- 
deacon of Lewes) i in the year 1745. Hiſ- 
torical Memoirs, p- „ 

P. 8. In the year 1750, he publiſhed, 
« Synopſis compendiaria librorum Hugonis 
* Grotii de jure belli et pacis, S. Clarkii de 
« Dei exiſtentia et attributis, er Lockii de 
ce intellectu humano,“ inſcribed to Dr. 
Keene, then Vice- chancellor of the Uni- 
verſity. Ibid. p. 3. 

The ſame writer aſcribes to him a Pam- 
* publiſhed in the year 1750 intituled, 
* A new Book of the Duncigd, occaſioned 
« by Mr. Warburton's new Edition of the 
* Dunciad, complete. By 2 Gentleman 
Wl of one of the Inns of Court. With 
« ſeveral 


* 


— a 
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« ſeveral of Mr. Warburton's own notes, 
« and likewiſe notes variorum.“ Oto. This 
Poem, when it firſt appeared, was univerſally 
aſcribed to the late Cheiſtopher Smart. 
P. 15. Dr. Dodd took the Degree of 
B. A. in the yeat 1949-50; and on that oc- 
caſion his name had the honour to appear 
in the liſt of Wrariglers. Ibid. p. 4. 

About the ſame time he wrote a Tragedy, 
called, * The Syracuſan, with Choruſes ;” 
which is ſaid to have been' in the hands of 
one of the managers at the time he entered 
into Orders; but on that change in his cir- 

cumſtances it was withdrawn. Ibid. p. 4. 
It hath been reported, that he Alſo wrote 

a Comedy, intituled, ** Sir Roger de Co- 
4% yerly,” which hath been ſome time in 
the hands of Mr. Harris, manager of Co- 
yent Garden Theatre. Mr. Miller, author 
of the Humors of Oxford, had written one 
on the ſame ſubject, of which an account 
may be ſeen in the preface to a quarto 
yolume of Miſcellanies by that Gentleman, 


H 3 P- 


Keen. 


Previous to his entering into Holy Orders, 
he preluded, ſays the writer of his Me- 
* moirs, ** to the pulpit, by exerciſing his 
* gratorical talents in defence of Chriſti. 
* anity at the Robin Hood Society; and 


. „% once on an alarm of fire being given by 
r “ ſome ſparks falling down the chimney, 
5 „ though the room was up two pair of 


« ſtairs, he was with difficulty prevented 
| | « from throwing himſelf from the win- 
"IT « dow.” P. 5. 
P. 18. He was ordained a Deacon by the 
Biſhop of London in 1753. Ibid. p. 7. 


P. 19. The writer. of the Memoirs 
aſcribes to him a Novel, publiſhed in the 
year 1754, intituled, ** The Siſters, or, the © ' 
« Hiſtory of Lucy and Caroline Sanſon,” 
2 vols. 12mo. A work which is generally 
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fl believed aA the production of the late 

oF Mr. Guthrie. 

ü 4 The ſame writer likewiſe ſays, that about 

Ws. . bn W the ſame time he preached Lady Moyer's 
20 fo n 14 


Lectures at St. Paul's Cathedral; and from 
be Viſit of the Three Angels to Abraham, 


and 


© 72 Apt « e. 
5 7 


Ai MEN IX ae; 
and other ſimilar paſſages of the Old Teſta- 
ment, he endeavoured to prove the com- 
monly- received Doctrine of the Trinity. 
P. 10. 
P. 21. In che year 1757, he took the 
Degree of M. A. at Cambridge. Ibid. p. 12. 
P. 23. He was allowed, for preaching at 
the chapel of the Magdalen Charity, the 
yearly ſum of one hundred pounds. Ibid. 
13. 
P. 24. The dediemion of Biſhop Hall's of 
Meditations to Miſs Talbot, * gave — 
„ offence to her paternal friend Arch- 
„ biſhop Secker, that, after a warm epiſto- 
* lary expoſtulatation, his grace inſiſted on 
«© the ſheet being: canceled in all the re- 
“ maining copies.” Ibid. p. 15. 
Miſs Talbot, who reſided in the family 
of Archbiſhop Secker, was the Daughter 
of his friend Mr. Edward Talbot. To 
«*« the fineſt imagination, ſays an excellent | | 
« writer, and the moſt elegant accompliſh- Wi 
« ments of her ſex, ſhe added the genteeleſt ; 
« manners, and a diſpoſition thoroughly 1-0 
H 4. « bene- 1 


2 
3 — 
_ — — — — 
— N * * 
A — - "= * — 
— = —— — — — — — 


, 
— — % 322 2 3 2 — 
N 2 a 4 * — » — — 2 FS. = 2 
2 ——— = * — m Was RI 29%.” % 
1 ” — . 4 , 6 Cw” * 4 
- — — == - — 1 = — . _ — 4 
== = — . — — — — >. : — 
—— — - - - — — — _ 
* = — — A _ A 


1 


0 APPEND IX. 
« benevolent and devout. She was the au- 


thor of two volumes of Eſſays, printed in 


«. 1772, and ſome other pieces, and died | 
on the gth of January 1770, in the 49th 
« year of her age.” See the Life of Arch- 


_ biſhop Secker, prefixed to his 3 | 
vol. I. 


P. 26. * From the year 1760, to the end 


ee of 1767 (as long as it was continued), 
« Mr. Dodd ſuperintended and contributed 


largely to The Chriſtian Magazine, from 


« which he received from the proprietors 
% one hundred Ps a year.” Memoirs, 
P. 16. 


Ibid. The Viſitor was dedicated to George 
Grenville, Eſquire. | 


P. 29. He is ſaid to have written a poeti- 
cal account of his journey to Brecknock, 


which ſtill remains in MS. Memoirs, p. 21. 


P. 35. About this time, 1770, a young 


lady of fortune in the city, who had con- 


tracted an intimate friendſhip with Mrs. 
Dodd, being ſenſibly hurt by ſome reflec- 
tions on her character, which we (chooſe 
not to diſcuſs, thought it her duty to com- 


A PE N DI X. on 
municate them, with the name of the 
perſon who uttered them, to her friend. 
In conſequence of this, the indignant huſ- 
band threatened a proſecution; but was 
perſuaded to compromiſe it on the gentle- 
man's agreeing to pay fifty pounds, which 
the Doctor gave to his favourite charity, 


and entered it in the books as ſo much 


% paid for a defamation.” Such was Miſs 
F's attachment to her female friend, that, 
we are aſſured, ſhe rejected an unexception- 
able offer rather than diſſolve itz and, when 
it was ſoon after diſſolved by her own death, 
ſhe left Mrs. Dodd all her jewels. Memoirs, 
P>..3&.. <4; TH 
P. 38. In the latter end of the year 1772, 
Dr. Dodd was attacked by a highwayman 
near Pancras, as he was riding in his 
chariot, accompanied by his wife. The man, 


whoſe name was William Griffiths, diſ- 
charged a piſtol into the carriage, which 


only broke the glaſs. He was convicted at 
the Old Bailey of this offence, and executed 
at Tyburn, January 20, 1773. 
P. 38. The Sermon on Capital Puniſh- 
mente was prepared with an intention of 
| preach- 
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preaching it in the Chapel Royal St. James's; 


but the abſence of the Court during the 
author's month of waiting, ——— its 
being omitted. Preface. 

P. 40, A writer in the St. James's — 


Sie, 10: June, 1777, gives the following 
account of the tranſaction here mentioned, 


which as it is {aid to be received from Dr. 
Dodd while in Newgate, we ſhall inſert. 
6 71 To che EDITOR. 
«Sg IR, 9 42 / 
Had it not been for the unfortunate | 
letter ſuppoſed to be wrote by an unfortu- 
nate man to a very fortunate one, I am 
thoroughly ſatisfied he would have withheld 
bis hand from that deed which brought ſuch 
ſevere affliction on himſelf, his family, and 


Friends; and therefore his own account of 


that ſtory, which he told me ſoon after it 
came out, and confirmed again a ſhort time 


before he ſuffered, ought to be publicly 


known, 
„Upon my pre my farprizs that 
he could have been ſo injudicious in taking 


ſo direct a line to preferment, he expreſſed 


5 an 
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an equal ſurprize that I could ſuppoſe Him 
ſo totally ignorant of the world; but added, 
that two women, one nearly related to him, 
and another (very rich) warmly attached to 
his family and intereſt, had laid their heads 
together to ſurprize him with this great 
piece of preferment; andthen obſerved, that 
the affection he bore for one, and the obli+ 
gations he lay under to the other, deter- 
mined him to bear the imputation of folly, 
rather than expoſe the weakneſs of his two 
beſt friends. This was his uniform account 
of the matter to me, when that offence was 
recent, and ſince it has been covered by a 
greater ;' nor can his enemies advance bur 
one ſingle reaſon to ſuppoſe him capable of 
taking that weak ſtep, i. e. his having taken 
that for. which be ſuffered: ſince. - Thus 
much I know to be true, that a certain rich 
lady (ſince dead), did at times make Mrs. 
D— very liberal preſents; and there is no- 
thing extraordinary in ſuppoſing that fuch 
a woman might agree to advance a, conſi- 
derable ſum of money, in order to adyance 
a man for whom, and his family, ſhe had a 
moſt particular regard. The unfortunate 
2 man. 
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preaching it in the Chapel Royal St. James's; 
but the abſence of the Court during the 


author's month of waiting, * its 
being omitted. Preface. 


P. 40, A writer in the St. James's Chro- 


nicle, 10 June, 1777, gives the following 


account of the tranſaction here mentioned, 


which as it is ſaid to be received from Dr. 
Dodd while in Newgate, we ſhall inſert. 

„ „e the E DIT O R. 

«Sr, 

« Had it not been for the unfortunate 
letter ſuppoſed to be wrote by an unfortu- 


nate man to a very fortunate one, I am 


thoroughly ſatisfied he would have withheld 
bis hand from that deed which brought ſuch 
ſevere affliction on himſelf, his family, and 
Friends and therefore his own account of 
that ſtory, which he told me ſoon after it 
came out, and confirmed again a ſhort time 
before he ſuffered, ought to be publicly 
known, 5 

Upon my expreſſing my ſurprize that | 
be could have been fo injudicious in taking 
ſo direct a line to preferment, he expreſſed 
an 


an equal ape i that I could . Him 
ſo totally ignorant of the world; but added, 
that two women, one nearly related to him, 
and another (very rich) warmly attached to 
his family and intereſt, had laid their heads 
together to ſurprize him with this great 
piece of preferment; and then obſerved, that 
the affection he bore for one, and the obli- 
gations he lay under to the other, deter- 
mined him to bear the imputation of folly, 
rather than expoſe the weaknefs of his two 
beſt friends. This was his uniform account 

of the matter to me, when that offence Was 
recent, and ſince it has been covered by a 
greater; nor can his enemies advanee but 
one ſingle reaſon to ſuppoſe him capable of 
taking that weak ſtep, i. e. his having taken 
that for. which be ſuffered ſince. Thus 
much I know to be true, that a certain rich 


lady (ſince dead) did at times make Mrs. 


D— very liberal preſents; and there is no- 
thing extraordinary in ſuppoſing that ſuch 
a woman might agree to advance. a conſi- 
derable ſum of money, in order to advance 
a man for whom, and his family, ſhe had a 
moſt particular regard. The unfortunate 


2 „ man 
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man ſeemed, from the firſt moment that 
affair and the conſequences became public, 


to ſink, and to be in the ſtate of a poor 
girl, who, being ſeduced by a lover, and 
diſcarded by her friends, becomes a com- 


mon proſtitute more from neceſſity than 


choice. When once a man has loſt his 
good name, he loſes the ſtrongeſt tie to 
keep him a good man.“ 


The following paſſage from the 4th Vol. 
of Dr. Dodd's Sermons, p. 188, is too re- 


markable to be omitted. 
Extract from Dr. Dopp's Sermons on the 


Parables and Miracles, publiſhed 17 57. 


» See hence how much depends upon 
good husbandmen, upon good paſtors z and 


how much it is the intereſt of every nation, 


that her clergy be holy, zealous, and active. 


Truth it is, and a truth that ought to be 


ſpoken on the houſe-tops, that the venality 


and corruption of the preſent age taints 


even the clergy themſelves; and the noto- 
rious practice of buying and ſelling prefer- 
ments is now become ſo open and avowed, 


as to be done and acknowledged, unbluſh- 


„ ing, 
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ing, in the ſight of the ſun. As I am well 
aſſured all ſerious thinking clergymen muſt 
be alarmed, and much afflicted at this par- 
ticular, I have not been backward to ſpeak 
aloud of ſo dreadful an abuſe ; nothing 
doubting of the concurrence of all, far as 
they are able, to ſtem the torrent, and 
ſtop its overflowing progreſs. Were the 
clergy of this nation ſo happily united, a 
joint reſolution in all'never to buy, or have 
any thing to do with preferment on ſuch 
terms, would ſpeedily remedy the miſchief. 
But, while this is not to be expected, every 
- miniſter of Chriſt is bound at leaſt to do 
his part, and to bear his teſtimony againſt 
ſuch erroneous ſcandals. Would patrons 
ſeriouſly weigh the matter, they would no 
more dare to ſell the preſentation of a 
living, than to commit ſacrilege; and would 
the clergy obſerve the effects upon thoſe 
who do ſo, they would tremble for them- 
ſelves.—But, that I may not be thought to 
yent the fancies of one only, I ſhall here 
ſabjoin our excellent Church's opinion of 
this- matter: And my ſoul's ſincere and 


„ | ſingle 
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fngle deſire, God is my witneſs, is to the 
advantage and good of my countrymen 
and our country. of Our. holy religion, 
and common faith. How: ſolemn, how 
ſtrict, how clear, againſt all pecuniary con- 
tract in eceleſiaſtical affairs, is this oath | #— 
% Would to God every clergyman would 
ſeriouſly conſider it, who, by friends and 
other wretched ſhifts, would evade its 
force]! Tis ſad to trifle with the Omni- 
ſoient; much worſe for thoſe who are 
called his ſervants! Alethes thought not 
10:3 and, though honeſt and ſincere, not 
duly conſidering the caſe, purchaſed a pre- 
ſentation, uſing all proper methods to 
evade the leiter of the oath. But con- 
ſcience ſoon did its work; he was ſoon con- 
vinced of the enormous offence ; all com- 
fort forſook him; he never more held up 
his head; but in leſs than two years, 
amidſt a thouſand evils, finiſhed his wretched 
being with the halter.“ e 


i . Dr. Dodd's recommendation to 
Lord Cheſterfield came through the means 


'* See the _ canon, "ou quoted by Dr. Dodd. 
of 


1 
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of Biſhop Squire, who was Rector of Green- 
wich, in which pariſh big. Lordſhip xelided.-- 
It is ſaid Lord Cheſterfield, applied on behalf 
of Dr. Dodd to His Majeſty, for the apy; 
pointment of Tutor to the preſent. Prince 
of Wales. 

P. 46. About the * time that Dr. 
Dodd became Chaplain to the Free Maſons, 
he publiſhed Propoſals, dated from Hock- 
cliffe, Aug. 1, 1770, for printing by Sub- 
ſcription, in two vols. qto. Free Maſon- f 
„ ry, Oh a, General Hiſtory of Civilization, + 


in which the riſe and progeſs of Arts, | 


„Sciences, Laws, and Religion, will be fy 
« detailed ; together with an account of Ne 
e the Lives of ſuch Sages and Philoſophers, | A 
eminent men and Maſons, as have added = 


« to the improvement and cultivation of i 
« mankind.” | 3 i 

F. 30. 4 writer in the Gentleman's Ma- F | 
gazine for April, not only aſſerts his baving ; 1 
ſeen various printed ſheets of this intended 0 
edition of Shakeſpeare, with ſpecimens of tk 
the type in which the work was to have 0 
been executed; but alſo refers us for 
further proof to M. Le Tourneur, of 


Paris, the celebrated tranſlator of Dr. 
Young's 


75 9 
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Young's Night Thoughts, and one of the 4 


Editors of the French Shakeſpeare. 1 


P. 50. After his return from France, 
Dr. Dodd became the Editor of a Nes - 


Paper; which the Author of his Memoirs, 


among other groſs miſtakes, ſays was un- 
dertaken jointly with Mr. Kelly; and that, 
on that Gentleman's death, the paper funk 
with him. In juſtice to Mr. Kelly, it may 
be aſſerted there is Every reaſon” to belieye 


he had no concern in it; and it is certain it 
did not ſink with him, as it ſtill continues 
to be publiſhed daily. 


P. 53. It is faid that Dr. Dodd preached 


a ſermon at the Magdalen Chapel, Feb. 2, 
1777, two days only before his ſigning. 


| the bond in Lord Cheſterfisld's name. 


P. 70. The reader will obſerve the ſame. 


ſentiment as is contained in part of this 


ſpeech, almoſt in the ſame words, in a line 
of an eminent modern Author: | 
O let me but be heard, nor fear from me 
« Or flights of power, or projects of ambition. 
* My hopes, my wiſhes, terminate in life, 
A litth life for grief, and for repentance.” + 
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fo the Printer of the Ponzc Lanoue. 1 


$5 M0 
ON heariog "that eo Rev. Mr. Dodd Was | 


lain ; I could not refrain trou ling you with ; 
this tribute to bie. and bis noble- patron's | 


5 attend Lord e x to lrelang, as his Chap- 


merit. f 
| Lincole - Inn, 0 1 Am yours, &c. 7 : 
| April 16, 1761. | W. WOrr. 5 


Aad gems innumerous, thou ſleepꝰſt 2 ö 


— 


| I, whatſoever grott adorn'd with ſpar 


[ Uwbrageous, or along the broider'd vale _ : 


8 to reward true worth, on thee 


weet echo! wake. Or if in ſolemn wood 


Between two neighb'ring hills, thy pillow lies, 
Sweet eccho ] wake and to Ierne s ſhore 
Pare thro? the air convey the pleaſing ſound. 
Go! tell her ſons what Halifax has dns, ©: 
(Patron of merit, honour'd. by the muſe) 
That — by hereditary ſenſe NK 
And fingular diſcernment; well he know N 
In virtue's cauſe on whom to fix his choice, 


. 


Oh DODD ! he fix'd his eye, and n 
ttzhee his. 

"Twas well — for who that hears the ſacred text 
By thee explain d and who, thy period cloſe, | 
Mellifluogs' as nervous, but approves | 

Inform'd by thee, Religion, heav'n-· born maid, 
A blander aſpe& wears. Deſpair looks gay, 

5 wrings her hands, or beats her boſom - 

, more. 

Let not this train thy delicacy wound, 3 

Forgive the Muſe, who publickly declares © 

It is the note of friendſhip that ſhe-fings. _ 
Vet ah! ö thoſe, wn; hold thy . | 

ear, 


Tz 


Thy abſence will are | Me will they j join | 
In ſympathetic wiſh, that ev'ry wave THE 
- (Altho” they value high thy patron's love). | 
May bear thee-back unto thy native ſhore. - | 
Rejoice, Jerne / He, whom thou ſhalt hear | 
»Blocidate the holy wiit, deſerves. ' 
-'Thy univerſal plaudit — for he's good. 
Witueſs the Magdalen, which owes its % 


To his and Dingly's plan, "Hence from the | 


tongue 
Late bliſter'd o o'er with blaſphemies, aſcends 
The fervent note of prayer, and vice itſelf” 
| Grows convert to Religion's hallow'd rules. 
He too is learn d for with a maſter's hand 
: e dreſs'd Callimachus in Engliſh robes;. 


' Prov'd himſelf equal to the critick few, 

The Muſes too have courted him to ſtray 
Amidſt their blooming gerdens, and to pluck. 
"Their ſilver lillies, and poetie bays. 


| And patroniz'd—oh'rhow / whoſe fertile mind 
Is rich with prime and manly ſenſe in ttade 
| As in true wit conſpicuous—eyer, prompt | 
The man of merit to-exalt—whom/George. 

- How ſhall I praiſe thy talents as I ought ! 
Do thou; 1zrne, ſome melodiaus train + - 


Inviolable. Learning too ſhall ſmile | 

' And lift with j Joy her ſtarry front ſublime, 

Union collect her well-beloved ſons, 

| Trade: live at home, and * from 
abroad 


And bending to immortal Shakeſpear's ſhrine | 


751 Diſtinguiſh' d Halifax { «whip faw ſuck worth . 


Thy. Sovereign honours With this ample truſt, 


repare, and bid him welcome to thy More | 
or under him thy rights ſhall he maintain d 


Shall roll in tides of opulence to Tl. 29 


no more: 


| ven with vice ; + dbing, life —— 


mark, wit 1— debaſe! 
more iu dae * es ſport ſecure, 4 
ey, pH el ;-polbate the pure: 
00g-1l exey-ſwiftimplore; 
Aga a — and hi; Gop adore. 
auc 10 wi thy preaching, dulneſs Waves | 


"Add 1 1 itſe elt; is ſeen to weep 
5 0 the prong ge 2 gabe e 
ulterers tremble, and hlaſphemers | 
Ano ee ce phs with a conſci ious . ame, 
e gdalens deplore their ſhame. * 
the 2 Ws thy merit, with thy manner i 


4 By wot rn. and with precepts 


2 Mile, al ho! unknown, attempts * praiſe; 
2 1 hide her grateful, her impartial * : 
Hauer . 1880 mill by fools be ſung: 

With . s applauſe' What temple hath not 


0 a the Preacher's wainitg art, 
And. ie he moves the paſſions, mends the 
5 tt: 
Frue > his u text, and faith ful to his Gon, 
3 Now ſhows his'mercy, and now bares his rod. 
— 7 tance urges pb. pathetic zeal, - . - 
| Nor 1924 ws conttiie wound with palm * 


Gon, \ Caicions Paſtor t awe the bold, 
Wet ſtiltimf prove the young, reclaim the old J 

ith lexfing energy thy Saviour preach; 
Aud Virtue animate; und 1 teach; 
Still make fair Chaſtity thy darling theme, 

While Magdalens fapport, and prize. its ſame: 


Th: . al lesen Heay' a re; ward the . 


1 bei ter 1} ere. 
nth hve e a vi 1 mas us. 
a 2 * : 
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— 
45 To Dr. D O D D, 
on bearing bim preach at Margaret Chapel 


* 


O' the great God has graciouſly aſ- 


| bn dis Sn i 

JT leaſing power of ſpeech to all mankind, 

"Tis 3 to think, how few excel 

In that high art the art of ſpeaking well: 

. or few in tones mellifluous can impart 

- Their juſt ideas to the feeling heart; \ 
How few the ſubje& paſſions can contfoul 
And influence, when and how they pleaſe, 


' 


RS: Wonder not then, great preacher, that | 


». 


: 


7] 
| 
| 


2228 
1 | 
7 * N : 


uoyſoadxo u * 


* 8 
by” 
« . 


4 
Fi 


ba 
” *RR 
- f 


® 
8 8 we hear : 
| Ss Q Thy tuneful periods with attentive eur, 
"wat 7 Doubtful hich moſt to praiſe or moſt admire, 
"FT. & Thy moving eloquence and manly fire, 
3 88 Thuy varying tones, that all harmonious flaw, 
£63k Now rouſe to action, and now melt to woe; 
EE SE Or the juſt language and the poliſh'd phraſe, 
$2 — Perſuaſion's ſoftneſs and ſtrong reaſon's ( 
| . © blaze, { voice conveys ! 
. I | Whieh powerful to our hearts thy pleafing = 
'"g Sl On ſtill go on, and while you bleſs us here, 
4954 2 Still mend the ſool, and charm the captive car; 
W — | For as you preach, in virtue we improve, 
8 » | And catch yourglowof univerſal love 
on F While os the poor, “ thoſe finews of the 
1 and, | a 


Reſiſtleſs advocate, you pleading ſtand 
Your juſt, your generous pity you impart, 
We feel your wiſh, the wiſh of every heart; 
And long, that thro' the land, to every woe | 
Our fam'd Betheſda's balmy ſtreams may flow ! 
That wiſhto ſecond, and attain that end, 


* 


FT S ; Our well-meant efforts farther ſtill befriend ;* 
S And to the work of charity engage ' 
| =» All readers by your animated page RY 
1 


Nor to the pulpit's narrow bounds confine 
Thoſe rays ditfuſive which on all ſhould ſhine. 
So may the poor, reliev'd from racking pain 
Commend thee totheir God in grateful train : 
So may thy own 1 deliver d priſoners join 
That grateful ſtrain : and their beſt volvs be 
f thine: 
So thy T Magdalens from vice ſet free, 
In each thankſgiving ſtill remember thee 
Theſe are thy works — true patriot works 
which raiſe 
Above all monuments thy name and praiſe: 
Works, which from heaven can never fail 
to ſhare x 
The future bleſſing and the preſent care: 
And works —which as they merit, may they 
0 bring | K 9 : 
The higheſt honours of a patriot ling 
- Bath, Oct. 16. vw 
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a To the 'KING's Moſt Bekellent MA- : 


ma © 
: 
- 


* ty's molt dutiful ſubjects, whoſe names 
are hereunto ſubſcribed, on behalf of ours 
ſelves, and of the many others equally 


* 


fined in thi reſpeRive*Gaols of this merri 


- 


originally ſet on foot by Dr. Dodd, and cal; 


*- 


4 


| forded by the faid Charity, through the la- 
bburs und humanity of its Founder, who 


5 18 


dellverance from ſuch a. ſcene of afliction, 


Our Deliverer: the: extenſion of "yo | 
ty's Royal.ctemency ; and being rendetel 
 , happy vurfelves through” the tompaſſion of 
the ſaid unfortunate convict being reftoretd 
to liberty; and to our helpleſs families, we 
bhumbly truſt that our prayers for him ay 
find a gracious acceptance at the throne;” 


2 


— 


1 * 8 1 ST, _— 234 4.6 : 
The Humble PETITION. of your. Majeſ: 


© thouſand of others in the ſame diftref6ſul cirs 
cumſtances, obtained the blefing of- free: 


* 
"TREE. 


* 
» 


intereſted" in the ſubjeR, Sp * 
| 4s. Myft. Aumbly Sen x 7-19 f 

HAT your Majelty's Petitioners. yy 
1 ſome time fince unfortunately con- 


polis, as Debtors for ſmall ſoms. 
That by means of the humane inſtitu 
led, the Society for the Diſcharge add Res | 
lief of Perſons impriſoned for Small Debts, 
We, your Majeſty's Petitioners,' wich ſome | 


dom, and, in ſome caſes, we may fay with 
truth; chat of life itſelf, and have been en- 

bled happily to diſcharge the dutles of ſo- 
ciety. Min zende 7. N 
" Tha, truly fenvible of che mercy thas af). 


now. lies 4 miſerable conviqt in your Majeſ; 
ty's gaoFof Newgate ; and feeling ourſelves 
impreſſed with gratitude far-gur-own | 


We moſt hiimbly preſume to 1 fi 
Majef- 


And your Majeſty's Petitioners, as 
in duty bound, will ever pray.'- 
N. B. The Petition is ſigned by «boar. 
200 diſcharged debtors, , ' * , © / 


| 


Nr before * — 
or religiously considered, has no dery deep dye 


may God, who knoweth our frailty and desireth 
not our death, accept your repentance, for the 
take gf bis Son Jesus Christ our Lord! 


ER | 1.6: dear Sir, . 


Dr. Jou nSon ! as I sought your knowledge at an 
vated the love _ acquaintance of 30 patient a 


with the. 
tion of . and benevolent exertions And 


1 2 ** Dias Sta, 
| I 1 That which is a 


it attacked no man's life. 


Near ay (he 0 Dh, 3 


an ations for | al Mercy having fail- 
&d, Bes L me 
with a waymt fwth of altre, wrote to Dr. 80 


LE as follows : FEA 
$9 _ June 28, Midnight. 


5 Accipt, and heart, my ear- 
nest and fervent; thanks e ſor all thy 
benevolent᷑ and kind efforts ig. my behalf. Oh! ; 


early hour in life, would to Heaven I had culti- | 


man! 1 God most vincerely to bless you 
—— transports the infelt satisfac- 


gr 1 rs 3 ot be,” to the ans of 
iss forey all ha r arrival there 
-with tran 1 rejoĩee to 0 ledge that 
vou was comforter, my - 8 and my 
pa be ever with 4 8 11 
Pr. 1 wrote 95s d. * this 
| colema ande hing f „ 90 


vo run 7 vonn. i 


9 


+ Fs > - 2 
all men is HY 
Stances, the 
„ are below the notice 

the trial for 


to st 
breme j of Heaven 
Earth. Be comforted : * cume, morally 


coming upon you. 
eyes — thou we - 
of an immorta 


_— 


— 


of turpitude. It corrupted = 2 55 principles: 


wolved on ay 
Trary and reparable es this; and 
of all other ins you are earnestly to repent 3 and, 


In requital of those well- intended offices 

1 5 * are — 30 ju ao to acknow- 
©, me that you ma ke in your devo- 

— 9 ien for my eternal welfare. 4 


** Your affeQionate 8 | eryadt, ; 
| "SAM Jong.” | 


. 


« — — —— @ E 
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8 I X, 3 
| AMONGST many cruel reports calcu- 
A lated to prejudice a certain unfortu- 
nate clergyman, one in particular of a very: 
injurious ſort hath been buſily circulated ; 
grounded on the following note, in a dif- 
courſe preached by the Rev. Mr. Henry Foſ- | 
ter, in the chapel of Newgate priſon, on 
| Sunday Dec. 8, 1776, viz. 1 
„The unhappy Mr. Davies, at whoſe 
requeſt this ſermon was preached, told me, 
that he hoped his example would be a cau- 
tion to other profeſſors, whom he knew to be 
no leſs guilty than himſelf. The name of 
one he mentioned, who is fond of making 
himſelf conſpicuous in many wwerſbipping 
congregations. If this note ſhould fall in, 
his way, and his conſcience ſmite him, 1 
hope he will fall down and bleſs God -that 
he is not difcovered, and avoid ſuch ungodly. 
deeds in future. Serm. p. 2ʒĩ.ẽ 
Me. Foſter, in this public manner, and in 
juſtice to an injured character, declares, That 
he had not the moſt diſtant idea of the Rev. 
Dr. Dodd, in what ke there penned; nor, 
did he ever ſo much as hear Dr. Dodsd”s name 
mentioned, or in any manner referred to, 
during his attendapce on Mr. Davies. 
HENRY FOS TBL. 
No. 53, near St. Antholin's church, ' | 
| Budge>row. 4 ak. 
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execution of a 


To 155 King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. | 
The humble Petition of the Gentlemen, 

Merchants, and Traders, inhabitants of 

London, Weſtminſter, and the Borough of 


Bande) SHGeweth, 

they are duly conſcious of 
ah ſtrict juſtices of the dreadful ſentence de- 
int Dr. William Dodd, and con- 
firmed by the wiſdom of your Majeſty in 
Council, yet, conſiderivg the glorious. pte- 


* Thats though 
"houticed'aga 


1 which 


9 


bas“! That be 
= 
4 le 


gcieties, , 
4c30us aſh 


t in all 


againſt their 


der 


fore this offence, 


. ſefulneſs. 
That it may be 


and r 
| — the good 


confidence to future 
thought an object of 


way he ſhall be diſpo 


ſoftening the ur of juſtice, eſpecially | 
in DS ee ee law — — no dlrimi. b 
nation, they humbly preſume to amin to 
— qa conſideration, 

That this wee tr 
1 7 part of 
Ce Raby Alpen and perſi 
ng a princi 


ages it has been the cuſtom 

rtzeular crimes, and to con- 

have benefitet ſociety: 

their ei as not, unworthy, of pity, when 
they have.injured it by their faults. 

„ That the ſaid er Dodd was, Hot 

rded b at numbers 

as a man much e his abi- 


| 
feared, leſt the publick 

iniſter of Religion, ſo ac- 
tive and conſpicuous, may have ver 
cious effects on common minds, and increaſe 
that diſreſpe& for the Clergy, which is al- 
| ways — 8 of laxity, both in Principles 


the ſaid William Dodd | 
has done, and the:circumſtances that render 
his caſe peculiar, almoſt preclude him from 
being an example, than can give the leaſt 
offenders, ſhould he be 


„That therefore they moſt humbly re- 
commend William Dodd to the mercy of 
of your Majeſty, begging only that his Ie 
A may be ſpared, in confidence, that whatever | 
ſed of in yaur Majeſty's | - 
goodneſs and wiſdom, his penitence will be 
a more uſeful atonement than his death. 
% And your Petitioners will ever pray.” 


your-Majelty is inveſted 


mend 
— — 


py eon vict has; ale 


4 N Pre reacher | 


as giyen..proofs.of publick 


l inſtitutot of two 
y giving very zea- 
5 others. 


„ 


oi delinquents 


by 


erni- 


Royal elemency. 


i 
i 


i 
i 


into the hands 8 Mr. 8 1 7 Wüllese g. 


*. 


by the e ry 


| inner to wit. 
At the delivery of his Majelty's 20l of 

Newgate, and the General Seſſions of 
Oyer and Terminer, holden for the ſaid 
County, at Juſtice Hall in the Old Bai- 
ley, on Tharſday;. the twentieth day 
of February, in the ſeventeenth year, 
&c. 

It is ordered that Lewis Robinſon be 4 

ken before the Grand Jury, and examined 


ing a a 'ceftain” bond, purporting to be 


on the bill of indidment preferred againſt 
William Dodd, Doctor of Divinity, for fotg- 


bond of the Righ c Hon, the Earl of Chelter- 
field, and. that he ad Lewis Robinſon be 
afterwards broug back to his Majeſty's gaol | 
of Newgate, 4 give his teſtimony as a 
witneſs againſt the faid William Dodd, on 
* trial for che 7 aforeſaid. 

the Coors, * 
| "2 £ DEACON. 
ö " To whe Keeper of his ke Majeſty KEE >! 


gaol of Nets 
In an ce of 8455 are authority, 
the evidence of Mr. Robinſon was received 
by the Grand Inqueſt, who returued the bill 
againſt the Poctor into Court. By this ſur- 
K mode of proceeding, the fears of 
Robinfon were at once removed, and by 
Ur fin Loy tn political ſtroke the proſecutors 
Lars 


every defect of evidence againſt the 
6 —Aware of the neceſſity to form ſome. 
prop. for the ſupport of that Gentleman's 
vague confeffion, they applied yeſterday to 
the Court for the admiſſion of Mr. Robin- 


ſon's evidence, The Bench refuſed to give 
any, directions; however, by Ge: means 
Mr. Manly's Clerk prevailed upon Mr. Dea- 
con, the Clerk of the Arraigns, to draw up 


this order. Mr. Deacon was called upon, 


in very ſevere terms, to juſtify his conduct. 
Mr. Alderman Plomer ſaid, that in his opi- 
nion ſuch 1 endeavours to deprive 


* a man of his life, dught to meet with no | 
| leſs a puniſhment than a forfeiture of his of- 
Ace. Mr. Deacon attempted to apologife to 
che Court, in not attending to che recepti- 
on with which this extraordinary e 
was received, for ſuffering Robinſon to be 
| examined, by obſerving, that the multipli- 
city of buſineſs' prevented his hearing it. | 
To this the Lord Mayor anſwered, that he: 
hoped the Court would not liſten to an apo- 
logy fo trifling in itſelf; that admitting Mr. 
Deacon was” not a heajer of the Court's re- 
ſolution, it behoved him, at leaſt, to learn 
from the Bench whether they conſented to 
the 75 of the order before the conſequen- 
ſees enſued, _ 52 aten Perryn remarked, 
1 that unleſs Mr. Deacon could purge himſe] 
by affidavit from any ſhare in this intentio- 
| nal fraud upon the Court, they ſhould con- 
ſider him reſponſible. Mr. Juſtice Willes 
directed the ordeg e Le read aloud, that 
every one preſent might underſtand it was' 
expreſs}y co tray to the intentions of the 
Court that Robiſon was examined as a 
| witneſs.,, ,-;. 


. 


Yeſterday morning after the trial of ſe- 
veral perſons arraigned for petty offences, 
at the Seſſions Hou ſe in the Old Bailey, and 
acquitted for want of evidence, Mr. Alder- 
man Wooldridge's motion of the precedin 
evening, for confidering the miſcendu 
of Mr. Deacon, Clerk of the Arraigns, who 
had, without any authority from the Court, 
iven à formal order to Mr. Akerman to carry 
ewis Robinſon (a priſoner in Newgate un- 
der commitment for a capital ' offence) to 
Hicks's Hall that he might be ſworn before 
the Grand Jury, and give his evidence 
againſt Doctor Dodd, was entered upon, 
when Mr. Davenport roſe, as Counſel for 
Mr. Deacon, and urged the innocency of 


N 
; 


2 


þ 


| 


his intention as to what he had done; in-ſup- 
port of his argument Mr. 33 == 
duced two affidavits, one made by Mr. Dea- 
con, and the other by Mr. Manly ; in each 
of which it was ſtated, that the order was 
obtained from Mr. Deacon, as à matter of 
courſe, and that the latter granted it under 
an idea that the Court had agreed it ſhould be 
iſſued. Inanſwer to chele aß davits, the Court 
declared, that ſo far from their aſſenting to it, 
they had, when applied to, poſitively refuſed 
it; Mr. Juſtice Gould declaring, that he was 


reſolved to have nothing to do with, no? In- 


terfere in the matter, as the Court were not 
aware that Dr. Dodd was then in Newgate, 
After ſame animadverſion on the im 

conduct of Mr. Deacon, one of the es 
declared, that in. order to prevent ſuch an 
error in future, it ought to be made a rule 
never to iſſue ſuch an order, -unleſs dne of 
the Judges ſigned it. Here it was imagined 
the matter was over, and the Court proceeded 


to the trial of Tolozi, the Spaniard; as 
ſoon, however, as that trial was ended, Mr. 


Alderman Wooldridge roſe, and after an 
apology for again troubling the Court, went 
afreſh into the caſe reſpecting the improper 
conduct of Mr. Deacon, and declared, 


chat whether what had happened had 


ariſen from colluſion, from fraud, or from 
accident, he would not pretend to ſay, 
but it was a moſt extraordinary attempt to 
enſure the conviction of a miſerable man, 
whoſe blood, if his life was the confequent 
forfeit of what had E would reſt on Mr. 
Deacon; he therefore urged, that the latter 
be taken into L for having uttered a 
forged order, and therein been gui 
unparalelled anddaringcontemptoftheCourt. 
He was ſupported in his application by Sir 
Charles Aſpill and Alderman Bull ; the lat- 
ter of whom queſtioned Mr. Deacon, whe- 
ther he or his clerk had got any, and what, 
bribe, for making ſuch order. Mr. Deacon 
replied, neither he nor his clerk ever obtait» 


of a moſt 


ed or expected any reward, and that he reſted 


— 


* 


— 


the innocence of his caſe upon the affidavits 
which had been read in the morning. - Al- 
derman Newnham ſupported Mr. Deacon. 
and declared he had the higheſt opinion of 
his integrity, and doubted not, when the 
affidavits were read, Alderman Wooldri 


would withdraw his motion. Juſtice Gon 


then delivered the ſame ſentiments as in the 


morning, and applied to Mr. Akerman, 


who, from his conſtant. attendance as an of- 
ficer of that Court, he conceived the | 

eſt perſon to give the Court information. 
The queſtion he put was, Whether it was 
the cuſtom for the Grand Jury at Hicks's 
Hall to fend down an order for a priſoner, 
or whether ſuch order was granted by this 
Court.” Mr. Akerman replied, —to his me- 
mory, it was always the cyſtom to hare an 
order from that Court, as it was has conſtant 
practice never to remove a priſoner after the 
commencement of the ſeflions on any pretext 
whatever, without taking the opinion of the 
Bench. Mr. Reynolds coincided with Mr. 
Akerman, and mentioned, that in the er ſe 
of the Perreaus and Mrs. Rudd che Court 
had laid it down that the Juſtices ſhould al- 
ways commit for the f7lony, and that this 
Court would then male an order te have 
them ſent up as evidenee for the crown 
otherwiſe no indiQtmetit would lie againſt 2 
man committed as a King's evidence, for 
breaking gaol.— That ſuch was the rule and 
practice of the Court, Juſtice Gould agreed, 
and cited a caſe from Hale's Pleas of the 
Crown, 303. in favour of that practice; but 
deſired to know whether Dr. Dodd was in 
cuſtody. when the application was firſt made? 
— 3 — deelared he was. Al- 

en Wooldri and Bull re 

called, that he — not. U — 
Juſtice Gould addreſſed himſelf to Alder- 
man Wooldridge, and requeſted they might 


"be cool in their inveſtigations; the 


davit of Mr. Deacon was then read 3 
upon which Alderman Wooldridge ſaid, he 


| conceived the affidavit an aggravation of the 


plied to Mr. Reynolds to draw up the order, 
' who very ſenſibly refuſed to do it, which 
| ſhould have deterred Mr. Deacon from in - 
| terfering, and that his opinion of Mr, Manly 
and his clerk ſhould be eſteemed no exculpa- 
tion; that he did not addrefs Mr. Deacon 
in his private character, but as an officer of 
that Court—as Clerk of the Arvaigny, 4 
' ſervant of the Court; and again repeated, 
that his miſtake might cauſe the melancholy , 
_ cataſtrophe of bringing to the fatal tree, a 
' moſt miferable man. | 
Juſtice Gould then obſerved, that Mr. 
Deacon's conduct was very blameable, and 
that it was neceſſary for him to make a ſub- 
miſſion to the Court; that as ts the evidence 
of Mr. Robinſon, it might be a queſtion 
- hereafter, whether they would admit him as 
a witneſs. -Mr. Deacon declared he was 
ſenſible of his miſtake, and ſubmitted to the 
cenſure of the Court. | 


late for in it, Mr. Deacon ſaid he ar- 


„ 


2» — 


ww 


* 
| For the MoxningG Choice 
FIR. DODD having been informed that a 
. 47 pamphlet hath been advertiſed, nd 
publiſhed, entitled, Genuine Memoirs. of his 
\ Life, &c. he begs leave to acquaint the 
publick, that hes à perfect ſtranger tofuch | 
work or its ontents, having never written, 
nor given any perſon. the leaſt hint or per- 
| million to write or publith any ſuch work; 
the mere catchpenny effufion of ſome illi- 
beral pen. He hopes therefore, as an in- 
ſtance of common juſtice, that the generous 
and thinking part of mankind- will treat a 
production ob that ſtamp with the contempt. 
which it deſerves; and have the humanity 
to ſcorn the mean oſfects of thoſe, who cru- 
elly, by this, or other means, endeavour. to 
load and injure a man, already ſufficiently 
ſunk under the burden of calamity L 
VNerdgate, 27th Feb. 1775. 


1 


. | For the Morxninc CHRONICLE. 


D DODD begs leave to preſent his 
moſt ſincere and grateful acknowledge- 
meats to, thoſe many ſympathizing friends 
who have been fo kind as to think of him in 
2 diſtreſſes; and to aſſure them, that though 
his mind was too much engaged and agitated 
with neceſſary and important buſineſs, during 
his confinement in Wood. ſtreet, to admit the 


ever entertain a due ſenſe of their friendly 
inclinations. r 
Perfectly at eaſe with reſpect to his fate, 


and thoroughly reſigned to the will of God, 


he cannot but feel a complacency in the 


Iſtriking humanity which he has experienced; 


and while he moſt earneſtly intreats a con- 
tinuance and increaſe of that ſpirit of 
you which, he is told, is poured forth for 
him,“ he cannot omit to aſſure all thoſe 
who, by letter or otherwife, have expreſſed 
their ſolicitude on his behalf, that conſcious 


poſe to do injury, r in the full 

roof of that intention, by having done no 
injury to any man, in refpect to the fubjeRt 
matter of his late unfortunate proſecution, 
he fully repoſes himſelf on . the mercies of 
his GOD; and has not a wiſh ' to live or 
die, but as life or death may tend to the 
glory of that GOD, and the good of 
mankind. | | 


_ Feb. 27, 1777. 
—— ͤ—v—— — 


A 


kind favour of their proffered viſits, he ſhall | 


of the purity of his intention from any pur- | 


—— 


r 
0 all and every the Conſtables and dthe 


r 
Officers of the Peace for the City of | 


London, and the Liberties. thereof, 


whom theſe may concern, and to the | 


Keeper of Wood-ſtreet Compter. 
_ London, 4 THESE are, in his Majeſty's 
to wit, F name to command you, and 
every of you, forthwith ſafely to convey aud 
deliver into the cuſtody of the ſaid Keeper, 
the body of William Dodd and Lewi* Ro- 
binſon, bein charged before. me, one of his 
Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace in and for tha 
ſaid City and Liberties, by the oaths of Hen- 
ry Fletcher, John Manley, Samuel Peach, 
and Albert Innis, for felomouſly and falſe- 
ly making, forging, and Eounterfeiting a 
certain Bond or bligation, bearigg by 
the 4th of February inſlant, purporting to 
be a Bond made and executed by the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Cheſterfield, in the 
_ penalty of Eight Thouſand Four Hundred 


ounds, payable to the ſaid Henry Fletcher, 


and for feloniouſly publiſhing the ſame as 
true, with intent ro cheat and defraud the 
ſaid Henry Fletcher and Samuel Peach, 
knowing the ſame to be forged and counter- 


 feited contrary to the ſtatuts, whom you the 


 Taid Keeper are hereby required to receive 
and them in your cuſtody ſafely keep until 
they ſhall be diſcharged by due courſe of 
law; and for your ſo doing, this ſhall be to 
ou, and each of you, a Accient Warrant. 
Given under my hand and ſcal, this sch 
day of February 1 


77 g: i . þ 
THOMAS HALLIFAX, Mayor. 


| 


| 
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© © For the MonninG Cnxonicrt, 
los an UNyorRTUNaTE . Divine, vu 
* under Cenvictios in Newgate," 
Written by a Young Lady, only 14 years of Age. 
1 AlL awſul! ſcene, whoſe ever ſolemn gloom, © 
: Frights the gay youth trom ſorrow's guilty cells, 
f [Where wretches, fads anticipate their doom, 
And dread deſpair with ſable horror dwells k 


oh jet me pauſe beneath this diſm d r26f, 
And learn the leſſon forrow teaches here ; 
Kees while refleQi n liſtens to reproof, 

The heart may profit by compaſſion's tear, 


| 
; 


lol in the vortex of exceſs and joy, 

Ide foul is ſtill to ſelf alone confin'd z/ 

| But here no giddy riots: will annoy Bo 
{ The ſob' rer tranſport of a thinking mind. 


Long had he liv'd with gifts of fortune bleſt, 
* Long ſaw his wea'th, and long his fams increaſe, 
' E'er yet undrawn, the arrow f1-pt at re 
| Foredoom'd the ſecret murderer of his peace, * 


8 
| Oh fatal hour, when intereſt rear'd i's head; 
To comfort, peace, and virtue 8 ſelf a n 

At her approach; dear reputation . 


And the 1008 * laurel dropt from off his brow. 
2 flendhip's laws, by honour ſacred made, 
Nor gratitude the impulſe could reſtrain z 

Jis virtue ſunk, his reaſon could not aid, 
And duty's dictat zs aſſion heard in vain. 


vet who can tell that intereſt was the cauſe ? 
Not ſecret want, or motives yet uni no] 

is forme: 1 fe muſt ever win applavſe, 

And can at leat deſerve a cuiſe from none. 


: For ſtill in tin the widow found a friend, 
Thr inſolvent debtor he was known t. He? 
: Purſuing Rill one good, one generous end, 
| He gave the pcor relief and liberty. 


a Shall no ſoſt tears then gentle pity ſhe, 
Fer him whoſe heart has ever wept at woe? 3 
if for one fault *tis f uad that **** has bled, 


| Live there on earth who don't deſerve the blow# 


i harden'd finner, dead to bluſhirg ſhame, i 5 
\ By. i ls uncheck d, and danger undifmay'd ; 

With trembling hand he wrote the fatal name, 

| For which, alas, how dearly has he paid f 


\ Shall he, wheſe dictates taught the frail to wWeepy 
Who neither ſhame or honour felt befere, 
For this one fault, in dark oblivion ſleep, 
And no kind pen his hap eſs fate dzplore? 


Stern juſtice calls; the fatal edi& paſt, 
Tran'mits the ſtory to ſucceeding time; 
' Another age may mercy grant at laſt, 

Ind ſay the puniſhment out-did the crime, 


Here ſleeps poor .- ſome moiſten'd eye will read, 


Whoſe life was virtue, and wheſe death was 5 > 


Twas for one fault, one raſh, one fatal deed, 
| His life was ſhorten'd and gehe his fame. 


while Virtue's paths he trac'd with proper Carey - 
Hie liv'd rever'd, belov'd, admir'd by all; 
When Vice entrapp'd him in her fatal ſoare, 
The ſad reverſe molt fully mark'd his ans 


i 
By all ſorſook, and left to ſigh alone, 


ö 
} 
| 
| Yet fill fecoiling at the fight of death; 
| He beg'd for life, when all its bliſs was 2 
And when of life, the poor remains was dreath. ; 


| Here juſtice ends, within this humble grave; 

Here dark oblivion bids us ceaſe from care 3 
His name from ſlander, pitying reader ſave, 
And Cen his ſhatter d r. putation ſpare \ 


— ͤa— —_— PAC. * 
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| PHE LATE” Mis. DoÞD: | 
| 


A BacaTtTEL Le.” | 


YE feet! ling few, whoſe hearts are yet alive 
f to the | Lan throbbings of humanity; 
ye men of the world, who have ſeen its fol" 
lies, and deipiſe them; ye fair, whoſe ſof.- 

ceptible nutures catch the faſcingi6n of fym-- 
pathy, recollect the ſrailties, the dverkiies;” 

and the compunction of this woman, and 
edmmemorate her ſingular deſtinies with a 


tear. 
1. It was at Little Ilford in Eſſex; it was on 
y, and it rained hard, hen the wri- 
* of this Bagatelle knocked at the doer of 
lican: The hoſt regarded not his ſuf- 
| ings, though his clothes were drenched 
__— the rain, and his ſenſes benumbed with 


ä 3 
"ans 


\- i. 


At chat moment a lady 3 in deep mourning, 
and from a window” in the neighbouring , 
houſe, called the ſtranger by name; he in- 
Rantly lifted u - uy eyes, he recognized the 
2 Dodd. 
1 e door flew open, and they met: but 
* ſecdnds both were ſpeechleſs. | 
ö e laſt time they had ſeen each other was 
in Newgate, where; a ſcene was exhibited, 
which neither could recolle& without horror. 
i Pray, Sir, what brings you to this com- 
 fortleſs corner? Is it by accident, or deii 
; þ that you once more behold the moſt w. ed 
4 0 20 perform the d | 
1 een ſent to rm the duty of 
the dining chapel, but little expected to ; 
{| have ſeen her, as he knew not, till now, 
cha ſhe was in the land of the living. - | 
Madam, your friends in former mes L 
were proud ef your acquaiixance and at- 
tention ; but your 8 fortune ſeems: to | 
have feared choſen we vcho eduld help to mi- 
tigate. | nces permit me not to | 
be of * . and to have ferrited you 
out in your retirement, while unable to af 
rd you any t, would have only res |, 
red by my inſignificant-preſence; the re- 
membrance of what you with to forget, and 
| been at beſt but.an inſult ts my feel g as 


well as to yours. "= 00S NEE: | 


2 
4 N ö 


ka. 


Lk. 


" RT 


o a 


— 
* 


Comforts life can yet afford you ?- WIe are 

your vilitors? With whom you-afloems? 
nd hom you: we your um 0-4 

power, 7 

— N . le Tr — — 

e had relieved her heart, by a torfent 

tears, ſte retired, and very ſoon returne 

in ſuch a ſtat* of folemn melancholy, 2 


x 


nſive compt ure, as could have been aſx} 


' famed cnl one who had undergone all 
the vic ſſtude® of the deepeſt ſufferings,” and) 
the me ſt exquiſite ſorrAv. . £0 


dhe looked at me for a full ſecond, with? 
front carneſtneſs, and her boſom began to 
eave v ith freſh agitation. = ad 
| Inſtantly recollecting hcrſelſ—No, fſaidy 
I the, the vanity, and the binerneſs of liſe 
are paſl; my deluſio ns are all vaniſhed 
not a cicature ae call.on me, and 4 


: 
: 
, 


—_— —— 
— 


feel no intereſt in anything human or mfr 
tal. My follies havetbeen ſo greet, all 
that now remains of life, is too, ſhort for re- 
pentance. The paſt, the preſent, and the 
future, exe all alike cheerleſs, and uninte- 
reſting. All my paſtime, my buſineſs, and- 
my plea u es, are conſined to the little ſpot | 
of a garden which adjoins to the houſe. The | 
cowſlp, the . roſemary, the woodbine, the 
| roles, and the other plants, which you there 
bekold, are cheriihed by me. Waen tne” 
world, and the gay ſcenes, by which it has“ 
ſeduced me, preis upon my mind, I hurry | 
to my cloſet; apd ray that heaven, in kind- 
neſs, would hide he viſion from my fight by 
| annibilating tie powers of memory. It is 
| not without a degree of impatience which 
| ſometimes borders on deſpair, that I ſigh fur 
that time which will join me tor | 
Here the fainted: I rung immediately 
for the mtid, and was fain tf leave a ſcene 
hows of Tadneſs ang'forrow !o | 


p * 
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Pr. Dodd, Whilſt he was in the coach go* 
ing to Tyburn, Fat for ten or fifieen minutes 
at different periods with his eyes mut in in- 
ward meditation, and at intervals deſired 
Mr. Villette to read him ſeveral prayers, 
which he thought zpplicable to his unhappy. 
ſichation. He once ſaid he thought it was 
vely hard mankind were _—_— r 
tot each other, and that Go r bs . d 
8 Tos one man. to deffroy his fejfow? 
being. But he added, he was ſute the ſu- 
; preme Being, had more mercy fot us, than 
we had for each other, otherwiſe we ſhould | 
be miſerable. indeed. Another time, after 
fitting ſilent ſame time, he ſaid, Why ſhould 
mx weak fleſhly heart repine at death.? my 
ſufferings are nothing in compariſon to him, 
whom I believe: ſu ffered for the fins of man, 
whom I believe ſuffered for us all, and in 
him I reſt my ſalvat on. When he came 
near the end of Great Marl borough- ſtreet he 
obſeryed, it was a ſhocking thing to be car- 
ried in that ignominjous manner, through 
the neighbourhood of which he: lived, but 
 {recolleRting himſelf) he ſaid, I am relign- 
ed. Such was the chief of this unfortunate 
man's diſcourſe.” And once he ſaid, and 
now Lord, what is my hope? truly my hope 
is even in thee. 12 „ . 


* 


—— 
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| To:hePrinceroftheMonning Cunonicts 
nature, and therefore the man who 3 


am naturally led into theſe thoughts from 
once celebrated Divine. There are but * 


than Dr. Dodd, and although many in- 


him, but at the ſame time put him in a way 


a long ſeries of illneſs. If any doubt remains 


8 IX, 
RATITUDE is one of the nobleſt paſ⸗ 
ſions that ever diſtinguiſned human 


paſt favours is little better than a Devil. 
conſidering the unhappy circumſtances of a 


men in the world Who have done mere to 
ſerve the afflicted, and relieve the miſerable 


— 


ſtances of his benevolence are well known, 
yet I ſhall ooly mention ene, - 


Ia 1760, gentleman (Mr, 8. 
lied = Mr. ty ee who not. = 2 


— 


of procuring a ſubſiſtauce. The Doctor 


knew nothing of the afflicted no, but by 


hearſay, and yet fuch was his amanity, tha; 
he ſupported the family of- the poor man 
while they were in the utmoſt diſtreſs during 


concerning this, Lam willivg to leave the 
name of the perſon at your office, 


| VERITAS, 
= — — —— ——— 


1. 


